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BACKGROUND: 
 
Board policy 7.4 requires that a report be made that outlines the results of a parent and 
community survey concerning the accommodation issues for St. Helen School. 
 
 
RESULTS OF SURVEY: 
 
Attached are the following: 
 

a) a summary of St Helen School survey results 
b) survey results including comments 
c) letter to catholic school supporters 
d) survey 
 
 

GENERAL OVERVIEW: 
 

• 852 surveys were distributed, 396 returned or 46%. 
 
• St. Helen School parents returned 65%, others from other schools & the parishes 

returned 41%. 
 

• If St. Helen School closes, only 21% of respondents from St. Helen are in favour 
of moving students to other North Sarnia schools.  Overall, 35% are in favour. 

 
• 76% of St. Helen School respondents said they would consider sending their 

children to a public school. 29% of the others who responded said they would 
also consider this alternative. 

 
• 91% of those who responded from St Helen said that their children would be 

inconvenienced by not having the ability to walk to school, come home for lunch 
or walk with parents to & from school. About 65% of the others agreed with this 
statement. 

 
• 92% of the St. Helen School respondents felt that their children would suffer in 

the loss of the school’s community participation. Overall, 72% agreed. 
 

• 87% of the respondents from St. Helen School felt the community would lose its 
economic viability and property values would decrease. 56% of the others feel 
this would occur. 

 
• 29% of St. Helen parents who responded were concerned that, if the school does 

not close, fewer resources would be available to all students in the system. About 
47% of all others expressed a similar concern. 
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SUMMARY OF ST. HELEN SCHOOL REVIEW COMMITTEE SURVEY RESULTS

St. Helen G.Hogan St. Anne S. Heart St.Michael St.Eliz. St.Ben.Ch. St. Pet.Ch. S.Heart Ch. Staff TOTAL

DISTRIBUTED 184 170 200 178 20 20 20 20 20 20 852

RESPONDED 119 56 77 73 12 15 17 10 12 5 396

% RESPONDED 65% 33% 39% 41% 60% 75% 85% 50% 60% 25% 46%

2a If the School Board decides to close St. Helen School, students would likely be moved to St. Anne
School, Gregory A. Hogan School or Sacred Heart School. Is this acceptable to you?

YES 21% 54% 36% 53% 17% 60% 6% 30% 0% 60% 35%
NO 72% 41% 57% 38% 58% 7% 53% 70% 75% 20% 54%
N/A 7% 5% 6% 8% 25% 33% 41% 0% 25% 20% 10%

2b Would you consider sending your child to a nearby public school?

YES 76% 30% 23% 34% 58% 27% 24% 30% 17% 0% 43%
NO 24% 66% 73% 59% 8% 47% 29% 70% 25% 0% 47%
N/A 0% 4% 4% 7% 33% 27% 47% 0% 58% 100% 10%

3 If the School Board decides to close St. Helen School, many of the students now attending St. Helen School 
would require bussing. Your comments on bussing students to the other schools are requested.

4 Do you feel that the children would be inconvenienced by not having the ability to walk to school, come home for lunch,
or walk with you to and from school?

YES 91% 71% 51% 62% 92% 40% 82% 90% 100% 60% 72%
NO 8% 16% 32% 29% 0% 33% 0% 10% 0% 0% 18%
N/A 1% 13% 17% 10% 8% 27% 18% 0% 0% 40% 10%

5 Do you feel that the children will suffer in the loss of the school's community participation such as school programs that
are centrally located and within walking distance that would impair their overall social and spiritual development?

YES 92% 66% 56% 63% 92% 33% 88% 90% 75% 20% 72%
NO 7% 23% 30% 23% 8% 47% 6% 10% 8% 20% 18%
N/A 1% 11% 14% 14% 0% 20% 6% 0% 17% 60% 9%

6 Do you feel that the community would lose its economic viability and that property values would decrease should
St. Helen School be closed?

YES 87% 55% 55% 49% 67% 47% 71% 60% 83% 40% 65%
NO 6% 29% 32% 30% 17% 27% 12% 30% 0% 0% 20%
N/A 7% 16% 13% 21% 17% 27% 18% 10% 17% 60% 14%

7 If St. Helen School remains open, the Board will be required to maintain and operate more floor space than they receive
funding for. This will have the effect of spreading the resources more thinly and will hinder the opportunities to effectively
operate and maintain the schools across the system at large. It is estimated that if St. Helen School is closed
the Board would save about $100,000 in operating expenses annually and also forego spending for capital improvements.
These savings would then be used to improve the opportunities to serve all students in the entire school district. 
Does it concern you that fewer resources would be available for all pupils if St. Helen School does not close?

YES 29% 46% 44% 53% 58% 67% 35% 20% 17% 80% 41%
NO 68% 38% 40% 25% 42% 7% 29% 80% 42% 0% 44%
N/A 3% 16% 16% 22% 0% 27% 35% 0% 42% 20% 14%

8 Please feel free to make any additional comments that you wish.
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ST. HELEN SCHOOL REVIEW COMMITTEE SURVEY RESULTS Sept.26/02

2a If the School Board decides to close St. Helen School, students would likely be moved to St. Anne
School, Gregory A. Hogan School or Sacred Heart School. Is this acceptable to you?

St. Helen G.Hogan St. Anne S. Heart St.Michael St.Eliz. St.Ben.Ch. St. Pet.Ch. S.Heart Ch. Staff TOTAL
DISTRIBUTED 184 170 200 178 20 20 20 20 20 20 852
RESPONDED 119 56 77 73 12 15 17 10 12 5 396

YES 25 30 28 39 2 9 1 3 0 3 140
NO 86 23 44 28 7 1 9 7 9 1 215
N/A 8 3 5 6 3 5 7 0 3 1 41

COMMENTS: St. Helen Sacred Heart only, if not then Rosedale or Errol.
St. Helen Depends on where they will be bussed.
St. Helen This would create overcrowding at these schools which is detrimental to learning & social interaction.
St. Helen We chose St. Helen before we chose our home & prior to starting a family.
St. Helen We believe in neighbourhood schools & the Catholic system.
St. Helen It is totally ridiculous to bus my child to one of the above schools when she can walk to Rosedale if St. Helen's closes.
St. Helen We moved to this area specifically so our children could walk to and from school.
St. Helen I don't want them facing over crowding in another school or be bumped again when St. Anne's area grows.
St. Helen Would prefer a north end school especially at St. Anne's since I would have 2 at St. Christopher's.
St. Helen We bought our house only for one reason - perfect neighbouring location for St. Helen's school.
St. Helen We bought in the neighbourhood so our children wouldn't have to be bussed.
St. Helen We have enjoyed being part of a neighbourhood school with all it's benefits.
St. Helen Rosedale is too convenient for us. With St. Helen at 96% full, there's no guarantee the above schools will remain open.
St. Helen I transferred by child from St. Joseph's School Sarnia which is now closed.
St. Helen My children want to be with their friends, that is the most important thing to them & therefore to me.
St. Helen If the school closes I want the grade 8 class to be able to choose the school they wish to attend.
St. Helen I do not feel they should be in portables & there is not enough room at schools.
St. Helen I do not want to lose music program, computer labs, excellent library & large playground.
St. Helen The Board has not identified the boundaries & are known to not adhere to them anyways.
St. Helen Show us the boundaries with the expected dispersion of St. Helen's students.
St. Helen We will definitely move to Errol Rd. or Rosedale School.
St. Helen The school is 96% full & I will not put my child and future 3 other kids on a bus.
St. Helen No guarantee kids won't be moved again. How is that good for the interest of the child?
St. Helen We would be very apprehensive of sending to these schools for fear of additional school closures.
St. Helen If it does close I should be able to choose the school my child attends.
St. Helen Because we live nearby St. Helen's we hope it won't close.
St. Helen I find all 3 choices less than acceptable because they all are so far from my children's home.
St. Helen There's no reason to close this school.
St. Helen If St. Helen's is closed my son will be subjected to over crowded at whatever school he is transferred to.
St. Helen They currently walk & have the option to walk home for lunch.
St. Helen It is only acceptable in that these schools are fairly close & I would want him to go with his friends.
St. Helen I would hope they would be moved to St. Anne's school as it is not likely to close.
St. Helen When I moved to my neighbourhood I took into consideration of having a Catholic school close to me.
St. Helen My fear is that my children will be going to school without their close friends, security net of friends is very important.
St. Helen Can't say it is acceptable until we know how much time she will be on the bus.
St. Helen Don't know yet, possibly Sarnia Christian School.
St. Helen Walking distance to school is extremely important to us. Do not want children bussed.
St. Helen Other schools cannot accommodate our children without losing music, computer programs & library space.
St. Helen I feel portables will have to be used.
St. Helen Will not have my children bussed when the Board closes a viable school. Moving to Public School system if it closes.
St. Helen Broken relationships, more strain on families. 
St. Helen We don't believe there are enough spaces to accommodate all our children.
St. Helen We moved to this area in the city because I attended St. Helen's as a child & want my children to do so also.
St. Helen Splitting up life long friends & uprooting families can hardly be described as acceptable.
St. Helen I wish for my children to have a Catholic education however I am not willing to bus them.
St. Helen Why would it be acceptable to bus a whole school away from a school that is fully functional?
St. Helen Why move from a large environment to a smaller environment with more children?
St. Helen Why move from a peace garden, new school equipment & tar mac?
St. Helen St. Anne's school is at 95% full, Greg Hogan is 101% full & Sacred Heart is 82% full.
St. Helen Close the Board, save the school.
St. Helen Not when my kids will be on a bus for such a long time.
St. Helen This will be the end of his Catholic teaching.
St. Helen The listed schools are at capacity & are not in a position to accommodate more students without adding portables.
St. Helen With too many in the classroom the quality of teaching is reduced.
St. Helen We are almost as close to Gregory Hogan as we are to St. Helen's.
St. Helen These schools are near capacity already. My children will not attend these schools.
St. Helen Home schooling of our 5 children would be an option.
St. Helen Depends on which school he is moved to.
St. Helen If the Catholic Board cannot look after their money I will move the children to the Public system.
St. Helen Bussing is the main issue. These options are a step backwards to us.
St. Helen The school next door is looking more & more appealing.
St. Helen No, however I would likely surrender to that notion.
St. Helen This is not acceptable to me because I am concerned about larger class sizes & over crowding of schools.
St. Helen Why is St. Helen's picked on if all school enrolment is down? 
St. Helen Out of the question. Absolutely not. It's a good thing two great public schools are in walking distance.
St. Helen The subdivision at St. Anne's will result in redefining of boundaries which is bad for our children.
G. Hogan Closing one school & overcrowding another makes no sense.
G. Hogan I do not want my daughter to be in a large class & overcrowded school.
G. Hogan I am concerned with the displacement of children from their existing schools once the boundaries are changed.
G. Hogan I do not feel that a school that is at 95% capacity should be considered for closure.
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A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O
G. Hogan Movement of students will increase class sizes, unless the board is planning to increase staff.
G. Hogan Yes, however I want to make sure that my child does not need to move.
G. Hogan No matter how you slice it, the result is a dilution in the time our children receive.
G. Hogan Gregory Hogan is at near capacity with some classes with 30 students which is too many.
G. Hogan I sincerely feel sorry for those students especially with 2 excellent schools in their own neighbourhood.
G. Hogan Classrooms are almost at max. now. What are you actually gaining?
G. Hogan The more students to the school, the better, not bigger classes though.
G. Hogan Gregory Hogan is not large enough to absorb an entire school.
G. Hogan Boundary changes would affect our children in the future & cause unnecessary relocation of schools without our consent.
G. Hogan Transfer is acceptable as long as it is only some kids not all.
G. Hogan I approve of the cost cutting - painful perhaps in the short term but healthy in the long term.
G. Hogan It is not acceptable if class sizes exceed 28-30, if portables are used & if computer labs are lost.
G. Hogan I would prefer the kids go to Sacred Heart & St. Anne's since I like a small school like Gregory Hogan.
G. Hogan Would extra teaching staff come with students to maintain student/teacher ratio at a good rate?
G. Hogan Boundary changes & additional bumping rights are a great concern.
G. Hogan It seems irresponsible to bus that many children to different schools when there is a functional school already available.
G. Hogan Will ensure that these other 3 north end schools are more efficient.
St. Anne I feel that students attending these schools will be displaced & relocated to other schools.
St. Anne All classrooms are presently being utilized, the portable situation is a very undesirable one.
St. Anne This is not acceptable to me if it would affect my children's enrolment at St. Anne.
St. Anne St. Anne has an average class size of 25 students in Grades 1 to 8. Larger class sizes would be unacceptable.
St. Anne More students mean that more friendships could develop as well as more teachers & resources. 
St. Anne Moved from Greg Hogan to St. Anne & concerned that they will be moved again.
St. Anne If #'s go up at St. Anne then boundaries will change, therefore affecting my children & their peers.
St. Anne So long as no students currently at those schools are moved & no changes made to existing boundaries.
St. Anne Why is G Hogan which has less pupils not up for discussion? St. Helen is 95% full, hardly bussed & in a viable condition.
St. Anne Are you closing St. Helen's for political reasons? i.e. Money won on decision between Clarke & Lakeroad closing.
St. Anne St. Anne has room for some students but that room will quickly be filled with nearby housing growth.
St. Anne It is acceptable because I would want these displaced students to stay within the Catholic system.
St. Anne St. Anne's now has too many children in the grades 1 - 6 & we now have split grades which I do not agree with.
St. Anne More acceptable would be to allow students to still be close enough to walk.
St. Anne Enrolment is up this year at St. Anne's with a pending building boom on the horizon.
St. Anne Every classroom including the science lab, storage room is used for classes. 
St. Anne Maybe it would be wise to wait another year or two to see how much growth there is around St. Anne's.
St. Anne Most emphatically no, since my children will once again be bumped.
St. Anne Acceptable provided the class numbers stay below 30 students & there was at least one E.A. in each class.
S. Heart For the children's emotional concerns, they are being split up into too many schools.
S. Heart St. Anne has new development around it, why over crowd it now & then reduce boundaries later.
S. Heart Sacred Heart would love to have the St. Helen's students.
S. Heart Yes, but only if children currently attending these schools are not displaced.
S. Heart Additional resources are needed for additional students & classes would have to stay within Ministry guidelines.
S. Heart Sacred Heart can not support 302 students & receive the same level of instruction.
S. Heart Class sizes would increase too high for Sacred Heart school if students were moved here.
S. Heart I don't want my children in over crowded schools.
S. Heart Moving is not only a physical change but emotional, spiritual & social change.
S. Heart Why can't we keep something stable such as where children will be brought up & educated?
S. Heart Cannot say yes until a review/data is provided as to boundaries.
S. Heart I like the small class sizes at Sacred Heart.
S. Heart Yes, however if I lived in the St. Helen's district I would be extremely upset.
S. Heart Schools are not overcrowded now so I don't see a problem.
S. Heart Both grades 3 & 6 are too large and have split classes.
S. Heart It is not acceptable to move the St. Helen's kids to other nearby schools because it puts my child at a slight disadvantage.
S. Heart Yes, provided the cost of reopening a new school in 4 - 5 years has been considered.
S. Heart As long as the computer lab is not used to house the extra students.
S. Heart I strongly believe there is no acceptable reasoning why St. Helen's is closing. Sacred Heart does not need more students.
S. Heart If this board chooses to close St. Helen's they should be replaced immediately by an appointed government superintendent.
S. Heart With the school at such a high occupancy it is unacceptable to close it.
S. Heart As long as it doesn't decrease the quality of education our children are receiving now.
S. Heart We are told that the computer room & other areas would have to be shut down to accommodate the kids from St. Helen's.
S. Heart How many families have children in other different schools because of poor decisions made at Board level?
S. Heart Class sizes would increase therefore less attention is given on an individual basis.
S. Heart Sacred Heart enrolment has dropped significantly & there is space for more students.
S. Heart My children are currently in a school where it's mere size allows the teachers to know all the kids.
S. Heart As long as no portable classrooms are used, nor the class sizes increased.
St.Michael Why not select a school with bussing? St. Helen's has only one bus & other students walk.
St.Michael I feel the board is closing schools in order to fill the capacity of St. Anne's, which should not have been built.
St.Michael Why bus kids when they can walk?
St.Michael No, this is not an ideal situation since it would impact other schools.
St.Michael If St. Helen's is closed I'd hope room would be made at other Catholic Schools to handle the displaced students.
St.Michael It would be extremely difficult for St. Helen's students to be separated among 3 different schools. 
St. Eliz. A similar situation has occurred in Wallaceburg with a closing of Our Lady of Help School. 
St. Eliz. These children seem to have adjusted well and most seem to attend the Catholic school by bus.
St. Eliz. The other schools can accommodate the children. Let's not spread the money too thin so that everyone looses.
St.Ben.Ch. Another step towards the total loss of our Catholic Schools.Less high price superv. & admin staff, leave the children alone.
St.Ben.Ch. St. Helen is in a great location, no need for bussing the children.
St.Ben.Ch. This divides an existing St. Helen's community & uproots them into another community.
St.Ben.Ch. They lose their purpose and identity and become disjointed and second class coming from outside the existing area.
St.Ben.Ch. Two of the schools are over capacity &  the other 2  would only have 82 spaces. What happens to the other 213 students?
St.Pet.Ch. The school closings have to stop.
St.Pet.Ch. I feel they will go to the public school next door.
St.Pet.Ch. The ability to lunch at home or have comfort from a parent when ill & exercise.
St.Pet.Ch. If it is closed, the students should be moved to the next closest school to their homes.
St.Pet.Ch. I am concerned about possible bumping of students from the other schools.
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A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O
St.Pet.Ch. All those schools are excellent but are not community schools like St. Helen where most pupils can walk to school.
St.Pet.Ch. Students have their friends & don't like to be separated by going to different schools.
St.Pet.Ch. We have no children in school, however if this will create a financial savings, it is a good move.
St.Pet.Ch. St. Helen should not be under review.
St.Pet.Ch. Because it is a huge disruption in a child's life, their sense of community & spirit is radically changed.
S.Heart.Ch. Not if it means raising the students in these schools above the acceptable numbers.
S.Heart.Ch. I understand there are not enough spaces to accommodate these children. This will cause overcrowding at other schools. 
S.Heart.Ch. This is not about what is acceptable to individuals & families but it's about funding our gov't. process.
S.Heart.Ch. The school is 95% full so it should not close. 
S.Heart.Ch. Because this would make the classes too large, the children would not get the best education.
S.Heart.Ch. You are closing a community school that will always be an area of young families.
Staff High quality schools, good facilities, excellent academic reputations.

2b Would you consider sending your child to a nearby public school?

St. Helen G.Hogan St. Anne S. Heart St.Michael St.Eliz. St.Ben.Ch. St. Pet.Ch. S.Heart Ch. Staff TOTAL
DISTRIBUTED 184 170 200 178 20 20 20 20 20 20 852
RESPONDED 119 56 77 73 12 15 17 10 12 5 396

YES 91 17 18 25 7 4 4 3 2 0 171
NO 28 37 56 43 1 7 5 7 3 0 187
N/A 0 2 3 5 4 4 8 0 7 5 38

COMMENTS: St. Helen If the Catholic Board fails to maintain its education standards, it will be a future choice.
St. Helen Definitely move to Rosedale Public.
St. Helen It will be decided by my child if she wishes to attend Rosedale.
St. Helen Maybe yes, if there's no room at another school.
St. Helen My child was baptized Catholic & I expect my child to be raised & taught in a Catholic system.
St. Helen Within walking distance, just as good an education system.
St. Helen I would absolutely send my children to Rosedale school.
St. Helen My children would proceed to a Public high school following graduation from elementary school.
St. Helen Errol Rd. P.S. is only a few houses down the road. They would be able to walk to school & come home for lunch.
St. Helen Yes, the choice would be simple.
St. Helen I want my children to attend school within walking distance.
St. Helen If St. Helen's closes I would definitely pull her out of this money stricken system.
St. Helen The next closest school in my neighbourhood is Public & if need be my children will attend that school.
St. Helen We practice our faith in our home & church & would continue to do so if forced to pull our kids from Catholic system.
St. Helen Convenience & safety are my issues.
St. Helen I would hate to do it but I don't see much responsible governing or planning with the R.C. Board.
St. Helen Would give it consideration, especially lately with lots of dissatisfaction on Board decisions.
St. Helen We are the Catholics & want to give our daughter Catholic education & more discipline.
St. Helen I don't want them to attend a school where they don't have God as part of their every day life.
St. Helen We made a decision in the best interest of our children because of the Catholic values taught at St. Helen's school.
St. Helen We are practicing Catholics & our faith is very important to us.
St. Helen I feel the trustees & administration have lost sight of their mission. 
St. Helen They are not working with all stakeholders & they are not putting best interest of children first.
St. Helen I would accept the challenge of teaching my children the sacraments outside of their school.
St. Helen I have 3 choices, Rosedale, Les Rapids, or St. Thomas.
St. Helen We can share spiritual values at home or at church.
St. Helen Absolutely not, I want my boys in a Catholic school.
St. Helen I don't want my kids jumping from school to school & bussed all over the city.
St. Helen I believe the trustees have lost sight of the significance to the system, I will choose the best interest of my child.
St. Helen If a full school with no obvious structural flaws is closed, it is the system that has left us.
St. Helen If my son is happy, moving him to a school where his friends are would make sense.
St. Helen I much prefer the Separate School system & would not send my child to Rosedale.
St. Helen I am worried that another Catholic school would be closed & she would be moved again.
St. Helen This would be a last resort after home schooling.
St. Helen Will do whatever it takes to maintain child walking to school.
St. Helen School board obviously is not thinking of the childrens well being, we do not need air conditioning for our school.
St. Helen Difficult to distinguish between the two systems because of dissent on church teachings, we would choose another option.
St. Helen I purchased my home with the option of them walking to school, I am not moving.
St. Helen If St. Helen's closes the Board is not facing their decision in the best interest of children but in best interest of the Board.
St. Helen My children will be moved to Rosedale school as of March 16/03 if decision is made to close St. Helen's.
St. Helen I will also make every attempt to convince other families to do the same.
St. Helen I love my faith & am proud of it and want my children to be brought up in the Catholic teachings.
St. Helen My son will be in grade 8 if the closure is 2003 - 2004 so he will have input.
St. Helen We do not want other students uprooted to make room for our children.
St. Helen We don't want our children moved repeatedly. 
St. Helen We cannot over look the fact there are 2 Public schools in our neighbourhood within walking distance.
St. Helen We don't trust our Boards long term plan & are afraid our children will be moved again.
St. Helen I have yet to hear one voice concern from the Board on how a closure would have on spirituality.
St. Helen If the Board is not considering spirituality as a main concern, what's the difference between the Public & R.C. systems?
St. Helen As a public school teacher I have complete faith in my colleagues to deliver a sound educational program for my children.
G. Hogan I want my children to graduate at Hogan where they started and where we support .
G. Hogan If my child were presently at St. Helen then I would consider sending her to a nearby public school.
G. Hogan My children attend a Catholic school because of our faith.
G. Hogan I prefer that Catholicism play an integral part of my daughter's education.
G. Hogan If they were forced to take the bus to another school, the Public school would certainly be a consideration.
G. Hogan If the Board continues to close schools, I would not hesitate to switch to the Public system.
G. Hogan If it came down to crowded classrooms, loss of current programs, and if boundaries change requiring bussing-definitely.
G. Hogan We are a seven minute walk to a public school. I would not consider bussing for any length of time.
G. Hogan With the public school right next door, who would bus to another school?
G. Hogan Never.  No comparison to a Catholic education.
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A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O
G. Hogan While I truly value the Catholic Education system, my child's health comes first.
St. Anne The Catholic system has always had a superior curriculum to the Public School system.
St. Anne I appreciate the religion component in the Catholic system.
St. Anne Depends on the learning environment, if St. Anne becomes overcrowded then portables are required we would consider it. 
St. Anne Our goal for our children is where they start school they would finish there.
St. Anne We feel that stability is key to a child's early years. 
St. Anne Son was effected by St. Joe's. closure, we moved to St. Anne's boundaries & felt we would have consistent boundaries.
St. Anne If my child was within walking distance to a Public School I would send him to that school.
St. Anne I feel that Catholic Education is superior to the Public system.
St. Anne Would consider if my children's education was suffering under Catholic School Board.
St. Anne No, I will drive them to the school so they can finish their senior years at St. Anne.
St. Anne I hope it won't be forced on us.
St. Anne If I wanted my child in Public School I would have sent her there to begin with.
St. Anne Absolutely, Northern here we come.
St. Anne Yes, in a heartbeat.
St. Anne Child was transferred to St. Anne's from St. Mike's & if transferred again we will absolutely change systems.
S. Heart If Sacred Heart closed we would bus our children to a Catholic school.
S. Heart If I had to I would not hesitate.
S. Heart Although we prefer a Catholic education I will not tolerate an over crowded school.
S. Heart Catholic education is what I chose for my children because of a sense of community. 
S. Heart I would send my children to a Public school but fully intend to practice my Catholic faith through the church.
S. Heart If my child was subject to long bus rides & inconvenient school location I may consider sending to the Public school.
S. Heart Not unless class sizes grew too big.
S. Heart I would not consider sending my child to a Public school, I paid Catholic taxes & children deserve a Catholic education.
S. Heart If my children would rather walk to school, come home for lunch or go to a school close to home, yes.
S. Heart I am considering already to switch my daughter to Bridgeview School.
S. Heart We send our children to Sacred Heart School as we feel it provides the best education.
S. Heart Our nearby Public school has a lot of bullies & this would never be an option.
S. Heart If downsizing of Catholic schools continues & the Board continues to make inappropriate/decisions.
S. Heart I think Rosedale Public School must receive many phone calls inquiring about it.
S. Heart Never, separate system is more superior.
S. Heart I value the Catholic school system & would never dream of leaving unless the situation became academically unsound.
St.Michael If the Catholic system makes it difficult for me I would send my 3 children to the Public system.
St.Michael Possibly, if my children were faced with a lengthy bus ride. Most school busses are overcrowded & unsafe.
St.Michael If it means my child would be attending a school in my community then I would send him to a nearby Public school.
St.Michael Children in the same neighbourhood should be going to the same school. 
St.Michael Sending children to a school outside of the neighbourhood may have a negative impact on their social & academic life.
St. Eliz. I'm proud to be a Catholic and want my kids to have the same opportunities in the Catholic system.
St. Eliz. It is about being Catholic. Not about the education only.
St. Eliz. I prefer not to send my children to a Public school but many factors must be considered with this decision..
St. Eliz. If there is a strong Catholic belief and practice at home, it would be acceptable for my child to attend a Public school.
St. Eliz. I would send my child to the Christian School before I send her to the Public School.
St. Eliz. It's not that I would want to but if it means having my child sent a far distance, then I would think about the Public system.
St.Ben.Ch. I would not but a lot of parents will do just that.
St.Ben.Ch. The religious aspects doesn't seem to matter any more, the emphasis is on the bottom line.
St.Ben.Ch. If it meant less time on the bus I might have a strong consideration in doing so.
St.Ben.Ch. Community involvement is very important & to remain in the school area is a must to feel part.
St.Ben.Ch. Not a chance, had a child in public school & there is no comparison having them in RC system.
St.Pet.Ch. If my children had to be bussed & there was a public school next door I would send them to the public.
St.Pet.Ch. I am a firm supporter of Catholic Education.
St.Pet.Ch. I know many including my son are considering this alternative.
St.Pet.Ch. I fear that this will cause further loss of young people attending our churches.
St.Pet.Ch. Rosedale Public is closer to our son's house than St. Helen is & Rosedale would be the only community school.
S.Heart.Ch. Proximity to the school has been a major factor in many families purchasing homes in the area.
S.Heart.Ch. Never, we are Catholic School taxpayers and want our children attending Catholic Schools.
S.Heart.Ch. If I did have children in RC schools under threat of closure, I would seriously consider it.
Staff Catholic component too important.

3 If the School Board decides to close St. Helen School, many of the students now attending St. Helen School 
would require bussing. Your comments on bussing students to the other schools are requested.

St. Helen G.Hogan St. Anne S. Heart St.Michael St.Eliz. St.Ben.Ch. St. Pet.Ch. S.Heart Ch. Staff TOTAL
DISTRIBUTED 184 170 200 178 20 20 20 20 20 20 852
RESPONDED 119 56 77 73 12 15 17 10 12 5 396

COMMENTS: St. Helen Children need more activity in their daily lives, not less, bussing takes one hour of it a day.
St. Helen To close a full school where the vast majority of students can walk & force them to be bussed is ludicrous.
St. Helen My children walk to school allowing for more quality family time. Is also good exercise for my children.
St. Helen If this is the case I hope there is adequate bussing for these children, too many children on one bus.
St. Helen J.K. students could potentially be on the bus for over an hour in the morning & again in the afternoon.
St. Helen I'm concerned about how much earlier my child will have to leave home as it is she boards the bus at 7:15.
St. Helen An added expense that wasn't there at St. Helen's. Longer bus travel for students makes it a longer day.
St. Helen I have 2 children attending St. Helen's & there's no way they will be bussed.
St. Helen Bussing kids is not acceptable when they live within walking distance to high quality schools.
St. Helen Against. There is a very small number of children that need to be bussed at this school.
St. Helen The cost of bussing will go up, I prefer them to walk.
St. Helen More busses mean increased operating costs, high risk of accidents, earlier to school & later to home, no sports teams.
St. Helen Bussing may effect our routine as I am currently a full time student at Lambton College.
St. Helen My son is bussed now so it doesn't bother me.
St. Helen How can my kids be guaranteed that they would be with their existing friends?
St. Helen Do not wish for them to have to be bussed which is why we moved into the neighbourhood.
St. Helen Under no circumstance would I bus my child when another public school is 3 minutes from my house.
St. Helen I fear my daughters bus ride which is now 40 minutes will be even longer if bussed to another north end school.
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A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O
St. Helen We are in St. Helen's school and if my children were bussed in the A.M. the pickup time is 7:05 a.m. 
St. Helen What time would they be bussed to go across town?
St. Helen Why should money be spent on bussing when it has been shown that it accounts for attentiveness problems at schools?
St. Helen We chose our home by choosing St. Helen's, thus being within walking distance from our chosen school.
St. Helen The board isn't concerned placing an additional 250 kids on busses, since some of the busses operate at 1/2 capacity.
St. Helen It's absurd. I absolutely reject bussing the primary level children.
St. Helen If on a bad weather day the school bus doesn't come then she misses out on school.
St. Helen I worry about the fact that there are no seat belts for them to wear.
St. Helen Considering the impact of the environment other school boards are cutting back on the use of busses.
St. Helen Bussing students is not a healthy or reasonable option when the school is at 95% enrolment & 1/10 now bussed.
St. Helen Transportation costs & or child's time riding busses should be made public.
St. Helen Many parents find that if you pick up your child after school they will tell you everything that is important to them.
St. Helen I am concerned about over crowded busses as has been reported at St. Therese's & safety on bus.
St. Helen The health hazards & safety standards for bussing are my major concerns.
St. Helen Students attending St. Therese's are three to a seat. This is unacceptable.
St. Helen There are no seat belts and no supervision on the bus.
St. Helen Waste of time, money. Irrational solution.
St. Helen As long as busses are monitored, as kids get board and restless sitting in the bus.
St. Helen I am looking forward to the walking option which will allow my 8 year old to sleep beyond 6:45 a.m.
St. Helen Do the busses have enough seating room for all kids to sit in a safe & comfortable manner?
St. Helen If a child gets injured on a bus because no seat belt is worn who is responsible for injuries or even death?
St. Helen Play time, homework time would be lost on busses.
St. Helen We would have to find transportation for daughter or she will not be playing on any school teams.
St. Helen It does not make sense when a school is full & only a handful are bussed.
St. Helen A five minute walk compared to a 1/2 hour to 45 minute bus ride.
St. Helen Obviously, bussing our children would impose the hardship & restrictions we sought to avoid when we purchased our home.
St. Helen Maybe the Ministry of Education should communicate with the Ministry of Environment & the Ministry of Health.
St. Helen Crowding children on to a bus can lead to discipline problems, safety at the drop off & pick up points.
St. Helen Children may not be used to it & would feel insecure.
St. Helen Bussing does have some positives, in inclement weather.
St. Helen It is fine if the children are bussed to the nearest Separate School, but unacceptable if they are bussed across town.
St. Helen This is one of the most significant, bothersome issues for us regarding school closure. 
St. Helen "Quality of life" takes a big step backwards when you have to deal with this community to/from school.
St. Helen One of our children was sick on a weekly basis so we moved so she could walk. Do you want her throwing up on the bus?
St. Helen It's unfair, ridiculous, absurd, cold hearted and mean spirited.
St. Helen Childhood obesity is now occurring in one out of every four North American children.
St. Helen Although there are many contributing factors, lack of exercise is significant as a causal effect.
St. Helen I purchased my home in this area specifically so that my children could walk to school.They will not ride on the bus.
G. Hogan We moved to a location near a school to avoid buses.
G. Hogan My children if affected would register at the Public school within walking distance.
G. Hogan Long distance bussing is not good for the quality of a child's school life.
G. Hogan Children will be inconvenienced, not to mention the parents.
G. Hogan Bussing to any other school is welcome and worth Catholic Education and faith.
G. Hogan Children lose the comfort of being close to school, lose the sense of community they have by just walking together.
G. Hogan St. Anne was built to cut down on bussing cost & now you want to close a neighbourhood school & pay for cost of buses.
G. Hogan I feel bussing hinders physical health as it hinders opportunity for physical activity.
G. Hogan Bussing kids to school is ok as long as it is convenient, organized, and safe.
G. Hogan Ok if cost effective, as long as programs are not cancelled or classes become too big.
St. Anne If it has to be done, do it.
St. Anne This will increase the cost factor to operate schools. The children will no longer get their daily exercise.
St. Anne My concern would be in the increased length of time to ride on the bus.
St. Anne Why would you close a school that requires no bussing & is full?
St. Anne We are fortunate to have the privilege of busses to transport our children. The kids like to socialize on the bus.
St. Anne I have no problem with this.
St. Anne Leave St. Helen's open then you would not have to bus them to other schools.
St. Anne My children have always taken the bus & I have no problem with that.
St. Anne That is not fair, people bought their house in this area because of the reputation of St. Helen.
St. Anne Are increased bussing costs considered in the anticipated savings of St. Helen's school closure?
St. Anne This is common with most schools.
St. Anne If you bus children all over, then you are breaking up a community & damaging our sense of security.
St. Anne I disagree with Dr. Rankin's comments regarding bussing. Kids are picked up & dropped off at one safe spot.
St. Anne Active lifestyles are the responsibility of the parents & Phys. Ed. Is key in schools.
St. Anne I hope the students walk over to Rosedale.
St. Anne The board will save money by closing St. Helen's but then have to pay extra money to bus these kids to different schools.
St. Anne If St. Helen's school closes, these kids may have a 1 hour bus ride to and from school.
St. Anne Younger children find this difficult enough, if they now have to be bussed. 
St. Anne Not in the best interest of children & parents.
St. Anne Bussing or walking to school has nothing to do with the quality of education you receive once inside the school.
St. Anne There is a great lack of physical activity among young children, the more bussing the less physical activity.
St. Anne The risk of accidents increase for children when being transported in a bus as opposed to walking.
St. Anne I thought the school system was trying to reduce bussing.
St. Anne Bus rides of over 20 minutes for primary grade children are unacceptable.
St. Anne I believe the children are much safer being bussed than walking.
St. Anne Bus them. 
St. Anne This is the safest form of getting the children to their school, so I see no problem.
St. Anne Closing a neighbourhood school to bus students doesn't make sense other than a purely business perspective.
St. Anne With the devastating effect of global warming, I want people to walk or bike more & drive less.
St. Anne My children are currently sitting 4 to a seat & children are standing in the aisle. Where do you propose to put more kids?
St. Anne The kids would be up at least an hour earlier.
St. Anne Even though bussing is convenient it eliminates a break from school whenever possible.
St. Anne My children have always had a 20 - 25 minute bus ride within Sarnia city limits & have never had a problem.
St. Anne If you close the school, the School Board must provide bussing for those who need it.
S. Heart More busses should be used to keep bus rides down to 30 minute max.
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A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O
S. Heart It doesn't really matter what we think, you're still going to bus students.
S. Heart I feel children should be bussed.
S. Heart It would be terrible to lose the St. Helen's students to the Public system.
S. Heart Sacred Heart is already busy with busses.
S. Heart This is not family oriented as many children enjoy the option of family lunch.
S. Heart Are we not using the money for bussing that is supposedly saved for closing the schools?
S. Heart Would be ashamed to see children taking the bus when they can be walking & getting exercise.
S. Heart Many disadvantages to bussing, lack of exercise, less time for breakfast, social misconducts & bullying.
S. Heart There's no reason not to provide boundary scenarios  immediately.
S. Heart Over 80 % of Sacred Heart students are bussed, so this is not an issue.
S. Heart Is it cost effective?
S. Heart Bussing can be a safer alternative to walking but not in favour of early or long rides.
S. Heart I believe safety is an issue, especially for younger students.
S. Heart I think the School Board should reduce bussing & fund only the school.
S. Heart More busses on the road would be required which means more drivers & more money to cover the busses.
S. Heart I can see many parents sending their children to the Public School & this will reroute taxes to the Public School system.
S. Heart Bussing is not an issue, the schools are close & each ride would be short.
S. Heart Being a parent whose kids have always been bussed, it sucks, especially when there are not enough seats for all the kids.
S. Heart Bussing is not as healthy for students. The increase in bussing costs would be less than the savings of closing St. Helen's. 
S. Heart Children have to be on the bus longer when travelling to another school area.
S. Heart Bussing students takes them away from the community & isolates them.
S. Heart Schools that form part of the community are healthier for the child development.
S. Heart Additional bussing would only create more chaos for the bussing routes & times.
S. Heart The school day is long enough for learning, adding an additional hour or so is not fair to the children.
S. Heart 95% of the St. Helen children walk & bussing these children is unnecessary.
S. Heart I would be concerned about double bumping for students who now are within walking distance. 
S. Heart Bussing diminishes children's free time, any chance to "just be a kid" should not be minimized.
S. Heart Without any data it is difficult to make any sensible comments - how many children? What ages? How far? Etc. 
St.Michael St. Helen's is walking distance for a lot of children & they would have to be bussed 45 min. to 1 hour to a different school.
St.Michael It makes no sense to increase bussing in a school community where a majority of students walk.
St.Michael We are only contributing to increased pollution & unhealthy lifestyle of our children.
St.Michael Only if you don't have to bus past another Separate School to get there.
St.Michael Being able to walk & to be in the immediate area of your school has several intangible bonuses.
St.Michael Bussing can be very hard on some students, especially the younger ones as they would arrive already tired to school. 
St.Michael Although bussing is safe, you have to consider the time spent on the bus & the age of the child.
St. Eliz. From what I have read the school is at 95% capacity and most of those children walk.
St. Eliz. As long as the ride one way does not exceed thirty minutes in total bus riding time.
St. Eliz. Bussing doesn't hurt anyone. Children have been doing it for years.
St. Eliz. Bussing children to other Catholic Schools would be much more acceptable than sending them to Public School.
St. Eliz. Must be convenient for the students and families.
St. Eliz. Too long and uncomfortable rides would cause some children to enrol in closer Public Schools.
St. Eliz. No problems as long as the children are not on the bus for forty-five minutes at one time.
St.Ben.Ch. Unnecessary expense, waste of time. Unnecessary to put children on a bus when they can walk.
St.Ben.Ch. Children are on bus much too long & requires them to be up & ready for school too early.
St.Ben.Ch. I feel there is greater danger in bussing students than having them walk.
St.Ben.Ch. Schools should be within walking distance for Grades 1 to 8. People buy homes in school areas.
St.Ben.Ch. Bussing children is not healthy physically & emotionally.
St.Ben.Ch. Children should be getting fresh air & exercise by walking, not by bussing or riding in cars.
St.Ben.Ch. Small children should not spend up to an hour on the bus going to and from school.
St.Ben.Ch. No savings in dollars as bus contracts are expensive also.
St.Ben.Ch. Bussing takes time and children are separated from friends and neighbourhood. This is not acceptable.
St.Ben.Ch. How can bussing children be a savings?
St.Pet.Ch. Bussing is always the worst scenario unless it is absolutely necessary.
St.Pet.Ch. You need to try & keep as many schools open for kids to walk to school - important for the community.
St.Pet.Ch. Am particularly concerned about young children spending a long time on the bus instead of getting exercise walking.
St.Pet.Ch. The times would probably impact the parents work schedules.
St.Pet.Ch. Our grandchildren walk to St. Helen's, a better option than physically less demanding ride on the bus.
St.Pet.Ch. Bussing the children to another school increases the cost per student & some children are on the bus too long.
St.Pet.Ch. School children have been bussed for years & it should be accepted by the parents.
St.Pet.Ch. If the Board is trying to save why would you want to increase the cost of bussing.
St.Pet.Ch. Dr. Rankin pointed out in his letter that bussing is bad for your health.
S.Heart.Ch. I believe it's healthier to walk & more convenient for after school activities. I found bussing very frustrating.
S.Heart.Ch. I do not consider it in the best interest of young children to be bussed to other areas of the city.
S.Heart.Ch. I feel this is absolutely unnecessary since the majority of students at St. Helen's walk to school.
S.Heart.Ch. Bussing students who could walk to school operating at a near capacity does not make sense.
S.Heart.Ch. The additional time added to their school day that bussing requires can be difficult for younger children.
S.Heart.Ch. Bussing tends to make the child lazy, a lazy body helps develop a lazy mind.
S.Heart.Ch. To mix primary students with intermediate & senior students is poor.
Staff Families purchase homes near schools to avoid putting children on buses & the stress that it causes.
Staff It is regrettable but necessary action. Try & be as accommodating as possible.
Staff Try not to bus children past schools to get to other schools - boundary issue.
Staff Bussing is a poor option for many students. Often there are too many kids in too confined space for too long.
Staff My children have always been bussed - it is not a problem.

4 Do you feel that the children would be inconvenienced by not having the ability to walk to school, come home for lunch,
or walk with you to and from school?

St. Helen G.Hogan St. Anne S. Heart St.Michael St.Eliz. St.Ben.Ch. St. Pet.Ch. S.Heart Ch. Staff TOTAL
DISTRIBUTED 184 170 200 178 20 20 20 20 20 20 852
RESPONDED 119 56 77 73 12 15 17 10 12 5 396

YES 108 40 39 45 11 6 14 9 12 3 287
NO 10 9 25 21 0 5 0 1 0 0 71
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A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O
N/A 1 7 13 7 1 4 3 0 0 2 38

COMMENTS: St. Helen  We enjoy that time as an opportunity to get out as a family.
St. Helen No, don't think it would be an inconvenience, but I'd like my child to walk for exercise.
St. Helen This is why we moved to the area.
St. Helen My children enjoy being close to home for lunch & after school activities, like basketball.
St. Helen I will refuse to put my children on a bus to "commute" to school when they can easily walk to St. Helen's.
St. Helen This would be especially inconvenient for us, if one of our children got ill or injured at school.
St. Helen It will be a drastic change for many who have to leave early to catch a bus.
St. Helen Walking to and from school is part of their education, bussing has no positive impacts on kids.
St. Helen How do they get home after basketball or volleyball practices?
St. Helen If children are bussed to a school & get sick one of the parents must leave work to give child a ride home.
St. Helen Walking to and from school gives children a chance to relax & spend time conversing & bonding with each other.
St. Helen Yes, it's all a part of a child's life.
St. Helen Being able to walk builds independence in children & teaches them rules of the road.
St. Helen Fresh air & brisk walk is the healthier choice. 
St. Helen Getting on a noisy bus first thing in the morning or after a long day is not what we wish for our children.
St. Helen They would once again be in the position of being "tied" to the bus schedule.
St. Helen Morning walking to school is one more physical exercise & nice pleasure.
St. Helen If my asthmatic son needs his meds I can be there immediately.
St. Helen The children are able to participate in after school activities & walk home with parents.
St. Helen I walk with my children to school & we enjoy it as a time to chat and pray together.
St. Helen Abuse and violence is usually done during recesses and after school.
St. Helen Coming home for lunch and walking with parents from school greatly minimizes the risks.
St. Helen Children of same families may have activities after school and one may have to stay longer than the other.
St. Helen My wife gave up the opportunity to work outside the home in order to be present with the kids at lunch & walk to school.
St. Helen It tears at the fabric of family and community.
St. Helen I cannot imagine the stress that you will add to the households by eliminating this option.
St. Helen You should survey children who have walked & been bussed and ask them if it's inconvenient.
St. Helen Walking is great exercise & it wakes you up before you get to school.
St. Helen Young children especially are intimidated by bussing unless they have someone to go with.
St. Helen Walking to school with mom is security, older children are nervous about bussing.
St. Helen It is hard enough to keep my child active, at least I know he has 40 minutes of exercise a day.
St. Helen Extra curricular activities are possible when walking, working parents.
St. Helen Children are used to this in a neighbourhood school. Unfortunate adults don't realize this.
St. Helen We have a system. It works for my children, myself & my employer.
St. Helen This is all social time & a chance to be away from learning so they can recharge and start over.
St. Helen Would you be inconvenienced if you had to take a bus to work everyday? I think so.
St. Helen These activities are all very important in the development of our children.
St. Helen Walking/biking is a time for our children to learn independence, responsibility and safety. 
St. Helen Having a late bus is going to be an expensive venture  considering there are games & practices all year for various sports.
St. Helen It's not just the inconvenience, the school is part of our community, a vital part of our way of life.
St. Helen Friends are important, single family homes count on 
St. Helen What do you think? Do you really care?
G. Hogan Proximity to school is important to me. Bussing creates a whole new set of problems for parents.
G. Hogan I consider our school an integral part of my community. 
G. Hogan Walking promotes getting to know the staff of the school, as well as other parents, neighbours & students.
G. Hogan I think the majority stay for lunch and a short bus ride shouldn't inconvenience many.
G. Hogan My children have benefited from attending a local school and have benefited from coming home for lunch.
G. Hogan Of course that's why people move to areas close to schools.
G. Hogan It's a change, but not sure it's an inconvenience.
G. Hogan Definitely, this would mean that our children would get less exercise on a daily basis.
G. Hogan Definitely a disadvantage, riding buses is very time consuming and boring for kids.
G. Hogan There is greater flexibility and responsibility when children are able to walk.
G. Hogan Not ideal, but certainly workable.
G. Hogan Definitely, we all fear of the recent plague of overweight children. Walking to school is a benefit. 
G. Hogan Over time, older children wouldn't be inconvenienced perhaps.
G. Hogan It helps establish better family ties.
G. Hogan Many kids take a lunch and stay at school & this gives them a chance to hang out and play together.
G. Hogan My children have always been bussed and I think it will be an adjustment, but not a harmful one.
G. Hogan The sense of community is lost; Older children should learn the independence of coming home at lunch.
G. Hogan My children come home for lunch and walk to and from school.
G. Hogan How would my children get home if they stay after school for activities, etc.
G. Hogan Walking or riding bikes to school with friends and family is part of the total school experience for many children.
G. Hogan Some children need a break from the school environment by going home for lunch.
G. Hogan It is extra time spent together and the children enjoy it.
G. Hogan Because a lot of parents both work, I don't know how much it would occur.
St. Anne Children desperately need the daily exercise & chance to spend quality time with family members.
St. Anne Increased bussing & numbers of children having lunch at school requires additional supervision.
St. Anne I am a working parent & I am not home for lunch.
St. Anne Having experienced bussing & walking students, my kids preferred coming home for lunch & the walk provided exercise.
St. Anne Most kids eat lunch at school anyway.
St. Anne So long as the driver maintains order & assures good behaviour, bussing can be a good time for the kids.
St. Anne Staying at school for lunch just increases the bond between classmates & the bond to the school.
St. Anne Many parents spent their hard earned money to live in the neighbourhood precisely for those reasons.
St. Anne Since most students do not play at recess, this is the only exercise a student gets.
St. Anne Being close to home is always a good thing, being safe, lunches at home help kids & parents to bond & stay close.
St. Anne Children adapt well.
St. Anne In my opinion bussing is just as convenient.
St. Anne I would have preferred by children having this opportunity but would not want to deny it to others.
St. Anne Inconvenience arises when students participate in sports after school & therefore need a ride home.
St. Anne Yard supervision is rarely satisfactory, especially at St. Anne's where a high school student supervises lunch.
St. Anne I think eating lunch at school allows for a shorter lunch hour & a shorter day.
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A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O
S. Heart Unfortunately, I think those days are long gone, most families have two parents working.
S. Heart They would be inconvenienced by not being able to walk to & from school.
S. Heart Yes, community schools should be a priority for society.
S. Heart Moving children to a new school may be very stressful to some children.
S. Heart Please refer to Sarnia This Week by Dr. Rankin.
S. Heart It is important for some parents & children to have them home for lunch.
S. Heart Not just an inconvenience but detriment to their being. 
S. Heart They are some what inconvenienced but that is today's reality.
S. Heart My children are already not able to walk home at lunch due to time restraints & we live in the Sacred Heart area.
S. Heart Currently my child is bussed & alternate transportation is required with after school activities.
S. Heart They would need to adjust.
S. Heart I feel my children are safe with me taking them to and from school. 
S. Heart There are many advantages, exercise, time with children & the security knowing they are not far from home.
S. Heart In most communities this is not realistic or possible.
S. Heart For some people this is very important, they have arranged their life style & housing choices to be able to do this.
S. Heart I feel kids spend enough time at school & are not supervised enough. 
S. Heart I feel those that who choose to do sports must get alternate transportation.
S. Heart My children have difficulty with school & need the break to come home for lunch.
S. Heart This place is more a burden for supervision in the yard, more on custodial staff to clean, etc. 
S. Heart Absolutely, potential increased cost for pre and post school day care.
S. Heart Children benefit from having hot lunches.
S. Heart Some will, some won't.
S. Heart I think this speaks to the whole notion of community & neighbourhood schools being eroded.
S. Heart The ability to participate in after school programs is made more difficult for the parents as we do the extra driving.
St.Michael These alternate schools are quite a distance from the St. Helen's district. 
St.Michael Do you really think anyone will check no? How ridiculous.
St.Michael Yes, but they will get used to it in time.
St.Michael Children will be forced to make an unhealthy choice. 
St.Michael Being close has many advantages & parents are willing to switch systems in order to maintain them. 
St.Michael It takes away from being a part of your own community.
St.Michael I don't see having to eat lunch at school an inconvenience since children would have more time socialize with their friends.
St. Eliz. Regular bus children do not have that option now so why are we stressing about those who walk now?
St. Eliz. Parents need to get involved in the new school community.
St. Eliz. I'd love to have my children come home on their nutrition break and I'm able to walk them to and from school.
St. Eliz. This is a big part of our valuable family time and an important part of the children's day/life.
St. Eliz. A little inconvenience almost always comes with change and that is unfortunate.
St.Ben.Ch. This is an excellent time to stimulate bonding time with parents, siblings, & best friends.
St.Ben.Ch. Schools and homes close to school are definitely an asset to the children.
St.Ben.Ch. Walking with friends is important. Waiting for a bus and hoping to sit next to a friend is not right.
St.Ben.Ch. Are you so money oriented that the child's welfare has not been considered?
St.Pet.Ch. Being able to come home for lunch is the best for all.
St.Pet.Ch. It is not that it is an inconvenience, it is taking away a part of their community.
St.Pet.Ch. Especially in winter.
St.Pet.Ch. As a volunteer I walk and talk with children. We are a community.
St.Pet.Ch. Our son bought his house close to St. Helen's so that his children could walk to his house or ours & back.
St.Pet.Ch. As grandparents we would miss having contact with our grandchildren.
St.Pet.Ch. If a grandchild had an emergency we could be at St. Helen's in three minutes.
St.Pet.Ch. Ask the children that used to be walkers at other schools.. OLM, St. Joes, see what they think of the bussing.
St.Pet.Ch. If they want the exercise, they can walk home after school.
S.Heart.Ch. I feel blessed that our children were able to walk to school & come home for lunch.
S.Heart.Ch. It will be taking a lot away from them including loss of quality time with their friends. 
S.Heart.Ch. The whole emotional adjustment will be hard for some children.
S.Heart.Ch. This is a huge change in the children's outlook on school & travelling back & forth is more than an inconvenience.
S.Heart.Ch. Walking for students is very important in the development of positive school spirit & parent involvement.
S.Heart.Ch. Yes, after school activities are not available to bus students. 
Staff Impacts on extracurricular activities, practice schedules etc, however current reality at most schools.
Staff Older students who walk to & from school are getting some exercise compared to standing around a school yard.

5 Do you feel that the children will suffer in the loss of the school's community participation such as school programs that
are centrally located and within walking distance that would impair their overall social and spiritual development?

St. Helen G.Hogan St. Anne S. Heart St.Michael St.Eliz. St.Ben.Ch. St. Pet.Ch. S.Heart Ch. Staff TOTAL
DISTRIBUTED 184 170 200 178 20 20 20 20 20 20 852
RESPONDED 119 56 77 73 12 15 17 10 12 5 396

YES 110 37 43 46 11 5 15 9 9 1 286
NO 8 13 23 17 1 7 1 1 1 1 73
N/A 1 6 11 10 0 3 1 0 2 3 37

COMMENTS: St. Helen They are independent if they can walk & they can attend to things that are important to them.
St. Helen Her Girl Guides, friends.
St. Helen If they are bussed they will not be able to partake in after school events.
St. Helen Of course, that's one of the best parts of going to school, developing a close school community.
St. Helen My kids do not want to leave this school.
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A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O
St. Helen A  larger school creates many outdoor problems, a smaller school gives some kids a chance to be on school teams, etc. 
St. Helen Friendships especially, also YMCA after school programs located at Rosedale.
St. Helen The school playground is a place to meet with their friends after school & on weekends.
St. Helen Closing of the school would not allow my children to do certain activities they now enjoy.
St. Helen The children may have to sever ties with friends from the neighbouring community.
St. Helen Their new school peers would come from different neighbourhoods making it inconvenient to spend extra time with them.
St. Helen It is already a concern that our children spend too much time communicating with their peers through internet chat rooms.
St. Helen Main objection to bussing is the Board will not guarantee that the move to another Catholic school could be changed again.
St. Helen They put a lot of effort into the garden project, only to see it lost.
St. Helen My daughter has known many children since J.K. to establish herself at a new place she will need time & spiritual power.
St. Helen They lose the continuity of the community of St. Helen's and the after hours of sports.
St. Helen Due to the warmth, social, spiritual development & feeling of community I a non Catholic was brought to the Catholic faith.
St. Helen I am very disheartened by the Catholic school's lack & withdrawal of community service.
St. Helen Many children would not be able to attend after school programs if they had to be picked up.
St. Helen There are implications for working parents requiring before & after school care outside of their neighbourhoods.
St. Helen No spiritually. Revolving door education is not good for child or family.
St. Helen They are upset about this closing, all their friends in the neighbourhood are effected as well.
St. Helen All four of my daughters have participated in after school programs where they were able to walk home with their friends.
St. Helen For any family that chooses to leave the Catholic school system, there will truly be children that suffer. 
St. Helen Being with your friends, having the priest & church fellowship is very special & doesn't compare to just attending church.
St. Helen Whichever route our family takes, there will be more negative than positive results.
St. Helen When the boundaries are changed, then the children's social & spiritual development will definitely be impaired.
St. Helen It will be difficult for our parish priest who will probably have to set up programs for kids in the Public board.
St. Helen Guides is no longer held at St. Helen's. Why?
St. Helen My children would no longer get their spiritual religion at school. This could effect their development later.
St. Helen Yes, especially with the message we are sending them, money is more important than your needs. Not Christian.
St. Helen St. Helen's school offers an Instrumental music program, sports teams & cross country after school.
St. Helen Many parents will not have the privilege of allowing their kids to support these programs due to the safety of their lives.
St. Helen Community programs such as neighbourhood clean up gives our children a chance to get to know a variety of people.
St. Helen Until the past couple of years my children couldn't participate due to our distance from St. Helen's.
St. Helen How does taking away their neighbourhood school improve their social & spiritual development?
St. Helen The two local Public schools will make up for that.
St. Helen Our current neighbourhood atmosphere & physical closeness to homes greatly enhances the school community.
St. Helen Loss of community is hastened by making after hours use of schools so costly. (egg. Guides, hoops, basketball)
St. Helen Your pamphlet advocates school community & tears it down by doing this.
St. Helen Non profit organizations such as Girl Guides & Brownies have been pulled this year.
St. Helen These groups built self esteem and self worth within our school children.
St. Helen Sounds like the other schools will be crowded with more pressure on teachers.
St. Helen What a ridiculous question. We have a thriving very involved & committed school community.
St. Helen We have a great ability to fundraise for school necessities. This will all bre destroyed with the dissolution of our community.
G. Hogan Splitting classes & sending these children off into many different schools effects their socialization. 
G. Hogan Large part of these students will be bussed & that may interfere with their ability to participate in after school activities.
G. Hogan Any time you break up a community there is going to be adverse effects.
G. Hogan It will take some students time to adjust in a new educational environment as well.
G. Hogan Sacred Heart, G A Hogan & St. Anne are quite close together.
G. Hogan It would depend greatly on parents availability on transportation, car pooling, etc.
G. Hogan Children should attend school in their own neighbourhood whenever possible.
G. Hogan Don't see how this is an issue unless you mean after school activities.
G. Hogan Playgrounds are a centre of the community.
G. Hogan Children are very resilient and will still participate as long as their parents are able to help with the transportation.
G. Hogan Children's well being should not be impacted, the children come first not what's good for the board.
G. Hogan I think this could all be managed when a child takes the bus. Many children have been bussed even 25 years ago.
G. Hogan Social & spiritual developments are personal aspirations regardless of where you reside.
G. Hogan More effort needs  to be given in preparing & taking advantage of programs but overall it should be okay for those involved.
G. Hogan Do the children that are currently bussed suffer  --  no.
G. Hogan Classmates will be split up.
G. Hogan Walking, bussing distance has no effect on social, spiritual development.
G. Hogan School is not just about academics, it's about being part of a small community working together.
G. Hogan Makes school competition for teams more difficult and programs not as feasible.
St. Anne The community neighbourhood would be split up because no one school will be able to accommodate the entire school.
St. Anne Absolutely, the greater the numbers the more difficult it becomes to be an individualist.
St. Anne Distance from programs would definitely inhibit participation.
St. Anne We are also in the bussing zones & our children are not suffering.
St. Anne Has there ever been any research done on the children that have been forced to change schools?
St. Anne All St. Anne's students face this difficulty & I feel it's always been an issue for any students being bussed.
St. Anne Any new kids immediately become part of the new school community.
St. Anne For all kids, when they are split up from their friends, this is an impact on their school development.
St. Anne Many parents cannot drive after school due to work commitments. Kids will not be able to participate in programs.
St. Anne We drive our son to St. Anne's but feel very disconnected & would love to have a school within walking distance.
St. Anne There will be a slight period of readjustment but all the receiving schools have excellent reputations so kids will adjust.
St. Anne Just the fact that home is a safe haven & if it's within walking distance that's a comfort.
St. Anne This is the biggest concern. Most parents would really sacrifice some computer time & other frills for spiritual well being.
St. Anne It's much more convenient to walk to & from school activities, sport practices, etc.
St. Anne You can not keep switching kids from school to school & expect them to be part of a community.
St. Anne Any disruption to students is bad.
S. Heart With all the working parents these days after school activities far from home are even more inconvenient. 
S. Heart Perhaps initially but eventually they would be assimilated into new school community. 
S. Heart They are already part of Sacred Heart church, going to Sacred Heart school is a natural choice.
S. Heart Community schools are key to rooting and centering of children in this fast paced world.
S. Heart It's difficult for some kids to be selected for school teams, public speaking, etc., never mind adding another 302 kids.
S. Heart I feel it is important for children to be close to & involved in their school community. 
S. Heart You not only close the school but the communities involvement with the school as well.
S. Heart If this question means will some children miss out on after school activities because of transportation problems, then yes.
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A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O
S. Heart Parents are usually willing to car pool & we are not looking at long distances.
S. Heart Children that attend a common school & live in a common neighbourhood have a social & spiritual bond.
S. Heart Many parents work & cannot pick their children up.
S. Heart Strong communities make strong family plus strong children to continue to grow within that community.
S. Heart Children could attend the programs offered by the other schools but they may not be able to be with their friends.
S. Heart The social benefits of being part of school teams is an important experience which may be lost.
S. Heart Children adapt to new environments & I feel Sacred Heart has great community participation.
S. Heart A loss of school community can have detrimental effects on social, emotional aspects of their childhood.
S. Heart School days are stressful enough at times without all this moving.
S. Heart Parents are losing faith in the Catholic School system which the children are feeling.
S. Heart This is a very leading question but it will impact their emotional growth & their feelings of security.
S. Heart Sacred Heart offers the finest programs & will accept these children with open arms.
S. Heart What percentage age of the school population walks? 
S. Heart How much is this school used outside of school hours?
S. Heart Our children are able to try out for team sports after school & can still walk home.
St.Michael Any time you move children from a set routine is disruptive.
St.Michael If children are bussed outside their community they will be less likely to participate in after school activity programs. 
St.Michael Parents would be less likely to encourage involvement in after school programs if they have to drive them further.
St.Michael As our school populations increase many of our children & teachers are lost in the numbers.
St.Michael A sense of community is fostered to a large extent by close proximity.
St.Michael Parents would be less inclined to volunteer or take part in special event evenings.
St.Michael A child may not be able to participate in after school activities because a parent may not be able to pick him/her up.
St.Michael Shutting St. Helen's down would be like pulling the rug from under them.
St. Eliz. Any programs that don't run within the bussing schedule often have volunteers that could arrange for transportation, etc.
St. Eliz. Bussing would not be convenient for after school activities, such as youth group.
St. Eliz. You would also miss out on parents social communication meetings before and after school.
St. Eliz. More so for spiritual because outlets for spiritual growth are so few and far between in today's society.
St. Eliz. I'm sure St.Anne, Hogan & Sacred Heart have maintained them throughout the years.
St. Eliz. Numerous children do not live close to their school. Every family adapts to their situation.
St. Eliz. Get involved in their new school and do not allow such a move to impair spiritual development.
St. Eliz. It's been my experience  that general public don't attend school programs or functions, only parents & grandparents do.
St. Eliz. Regardless of where your child attends, you're going to become part of that schools community.
St.Ben.Ch. If the school board has to use 2 busses to accommodate the students after school this'll cost the taxpayer more money.
St.Ben.Ch. The close community spirit is lost when children are spread throughout other communities programs, sports, etc.
St.Ben.Ch. Some children may not be able to participate due to lack of accessibility.
St.Ben.Ch. I feel all these things are necessary for the child's welfare. 
St.Ben.Ch. Children will go to the Public Schools & a lot of families will lose their faith & not bring up their children in the Catholic faith.
St.Ben.Ch. Children will have to go to unfamiliar areas and be the unknowns of the area, possible social differences.
St.Ben.Ch. Parents get to know one another & create school community, this effects children.
St.Ben.Ch. As a high school student I travel by car & felt I lost both socially & spiritually in the school community.
St.Ben.Ch. If school programs are lost, children will lose interest & not participate in other school programs.
St.Pet.Ch. They will participate in programs in whatever school they will attend.
St.Pet.Ch. Yes because St. Helen was noted for such a strong sense of community & spirit.
St.Pet.Ch. Bus leaves at certain times & students can no longer participate in certain sports or after school events.
St.Pet.Ch. Closing another Catholic school would certainly influence marginal Catholics & thus affect church attendance.
St.Pet.Ch. They will miss, the feeling for their own neighbourhood & playing with the kids in their community & church.
St.Pet.Ch. Gradually the Catholic church will be gone & this will  be part of the reason.
S.Heart.Ch. I believe the schools should be a community centre for after school programs & community events.
S.Heart.Ch. This centralization takes away from the community feeling.
S.Heart.Ch. Your action will split the cohesion totally.
S.Heart.Ch. They all need community participation & acceptance in any social & spiritual development.
Staff No attached parish. Other schools in same basic geographic area.
Staff I can't think of any programs that are offered at St. Helen that will be affected.

6 Do you feel that the community would lose its economic viability and that property values would decrease should
St. Helen School be closed?

St. Helen G.Hogan St. Anne S. Heart St.Michael St.Eliz. St.Ben.Ch. St. Pet.Ch. S.Heart Ch. Staff TOTAL
DISTRIBUTED 184 170 200 178 20 20 20 20 20 20 852
RESPONDED 119 56 77 73 12 15 17 10 12 5 396

YES 104 31 42 36 8 7 12 6 10 2 258
NO 7 16 25 22 2 4 2 3 0 0 81
N/A 8 9 10 15 2 4 3 1 2 3 57

COMMENTS: St. Helen Most families will choose their homes based on the school being of walking distance for the children.
St. Helen Neighbourhood schools are a factor in real estate sales & choices. Closure will most likely depress our property values.
St. Helen Very much so. It is something I have discussed with realtors. It adds financial injury to this emotional injury.
St. Helen People raising children want schools close to where they locate their home to ensure the safety of their kids.
St. Helen I'm sure the Board is aware of the property value of the land that St. Helen's sits on.
St. Helen Since I moved here four years ago, 5 other families with children have moved on to the street.
St. Helen You are taking away the reason a lot of people moved into this area.
St. Helen A lot of real estate agents use the pitch that St. Helen's is in the vicinity.
St. Helen We bought our home because we wanted our children to be close enough to walk to school.
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A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O
St. Helen Most young families look for homes that have a reputable school in its neighbourhood, property values will greatly decrease.
St. Helen School closures always cause property values to decrease.
St. Helen Nobody wants to move into a community only to bus their children to another community.
St. Helen I think they are just seeing the value of the school land & forgetting the strong negative effect closure has on kids.
St. Helen What is at stake is much more than money, this administration & trustees need to focus on Catholic and family values.
St. Helen This would mark the beginning of end of St. Clair Board.
St. Helen This is not pro active, but irrational decision making. Not the last Catholic school to end Domino effect.
St. Helen I bought my house because of school proximity. Will the Board compensate me?
St. Helen The Board would be the economic beneficiary of prime building lots of north Sarnia.
St. Helen The Board should be pro actively looking & acting upon cost saving activities other than school closures.
St. Helen Better to have diversity in the neighbourhood (not all non Catholics, etc.) as it increases knowledge & acceptance of others.
St. Helen There's not going to be enough school spaces in the area for all the children & this is bound to effect real estate values.
St. Helen St. Helen's school area is known by the policing services as "sleeping hollow".
St. Helen Good health & education are the basis for a better future. The community should save money not on these programs.
St. Helen The demographic market for the St. Helen's area is "young families". Close the schools, decrease property values.
St. Helen If you remove a school from any neighbourhood it makes the area unattractive to future buyers.
St. Helen Those are not my reasons for wishing the school to remain open. I want my kids in the same school regardless.
St. Helen If they build houses where St. Helen's is now, where will all the children go?
St. Helen When the school closes I'm sure the new subdivision that is built will keep property values inflated.
St. Helen Build houses somewhere else. This is a school.
St. Helen We would lose the ability to attract Catholic families to the neighbourhood, no Catholic schools within walking distance.
St. Helen This community will lose faith in the Catholic school system which means the school systems jobs will be in jeopardy.
St. Helen The Board will make a profit selling the property & be able to pay their debts for the new schools built.
St. Helen People will want to move to the new neighbourhood by St. Anne's so their children can walk. 
St. Helen A north end neighbourhood without a Catholic school is obviously less attractive to a percentage of the population.
G. Hogan Many people, our family included choose their homes based on the proximity of their school.
G. Hogan School district boundaries is more important than immediate walking distance.
G. Hogan People tend to buy homes which are close to schools.
G. Hogan It is still a great neighbourhood.
G. Hogan Loss of a local school always decreases economic viability.
G. Hogan People are not in the habit of moving into the area with an ugly, vacant school nearby.
G. Hogan Neighbourhood schools make a huge impact on property values.
G. Hogan Lots of complete communities are bussed to elementary schools.
G. Hogan Doesn't sound like it would attract young families, does it?
G. Hogan There is other schooling available (public) so property values shouldn't be effected.
G. Hogan Why buy a home in St. Helen's area & bus children? Just buy a home closer to Hogan or Sacred Heart.
St. Anne Yes, because there will be no school in the area.
St. Anne I would need to see data from other areas where a school was already closed to give an informed response.
St. Anne Many people pick their homes & communities because of the schools.
St. Anne The land is worth more than the school.
St. Anne The kids would all be bussed to a good school & I don't think that would impact property values.
St. Anne The property values in College Park took a massive dive when they changed their boundaries. This effect would be similar.
St. Anne Property values would go down as the closed school property is notoriously poorly maintained.
St. Anne Having the option of sending your children to a Catholic school is a selling feature to people relocating.
St. Anne Maybe slightly initially, but not long term.
St. Anne Closeness to schools is always a factor for the purchase of a home.
St. Anne I am certain the economic viability of that area would suffer.
St. Anne Look what is happening in the Wiltshire subdivision, opening the 3 new schools has brought on development.
St. Anne Hugely. Homes in the area have lucrative pricing for most parents of school age children.
St. Anne If the property is sold for new development, real estate values could possibly increase. 
St. Anne This area is highly sought after by young families because of St. Helen's, property values will go down.
St. Anne No one wants to live around an area that doesn't have a school near it.
St. Anne I think the board will gain financially from the sale of real estate, unlike the Sarnia Board Office that you can't give away.
St. Anne The area surrounding St. Helen's is probably 90% families with school aged children.
S. Heart This is all a residential area, impacts should be minimal if bussing is provided.
S. Heart That is one of the main attractions of the area.
S. Heart Just wait until you sell all the property for a new housing development.
S. Heart Parents, especially young couples are looking for homes near to schools.
S. Heart Individuals move to the St. Helen's area for the school & community aspect. The school is a vital hub.
S. Heart Brights Grove is booming & there was only one Catholic school.
S. Heart The Board would lose more of its economic viability as many families would likely switch to the LKDSB. 
S. Heart I think the Catholic board will sell the property quickly upon closure.
S. Heart There's still two Public schools in the neighbourhood.
S. Heart The houses are in prime North end locations & people will buy because of the quality of homes.
S. Heart If I were a parent with children starting school, I would not move in the St. Helen's area.
S. Heart The area is growing with new properties around it.
S. Heart We moved from Calgary & would not consider homes that did not have a Catholic school within walking distance.
S. Heart I don't know what the economic effect would be especially if a new subdivision if built on the St. Helen's property.
St.Michael Real estate prices has nothing to do with school closures. The Catholic boards financial gain has everything to do with it.
St.Michael Would  be less attractive to a family purchasing a home who prefer their child to attend a neighbourhood Catholic School.
St.Michael Most people buy their home because they are close proximity to a school. Resale values would obviously suffer.
St.Michael Board certainly profit from the sale of the valuable land that St. Helen's sits on.
St.Michael I don't live by a school for a higher property value.
St. Eliz. Having a school close to your home is always an attractive option for home buyers.
St. Eliz. Many people chose that location to live based on the convenience and closeness of their choice of school.
St. Eliz. Any loss to a well rounded, full community effects the viability and property values.
St. Eliz. Our Lady of Help school closed and all that property is still up in value.
St. Eliz. Of course there would be some impact.
St. Eliz. It is not an issue unless those buying a home will have children attending a Catholic School.
St. Eliz. Vacant, unkept buildings rarely increase property value.
St.Ben.Ch. Property values will drop as parents will not want to purchase homes in an area where there is not a Catholic school.
St.Ben.Ch. People want to be close to schools so these areas are more saleable at better prices.
St.Ben.Ch. This may force some to consider moving. This is hard to forecast as schools are only a part of the relocation decision.
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A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O
St.Ben.Ch. Most families buy homes close to schools so that children do not have to ride busses.
St.Ben.Ch. I really feel that a community loses its economic viability if the school closes.
St.Ben.Ch. The land that St. Helen's sits on, 9 1/2 acres is prime land.
St.Pet.Ch. Parents of children will buy property more often if there is a school close by.
St.Pet.Ch. Because there is a public school next door, their enrolment will go up.
St.Pet.Ch. This area has always been popular because of its proximity to St. Helen School.
St.Pet.Ch. Closure of school would make living here less desirable for young families.
St.Pet.Ch. Catholic buyers would consider other areas. Public school buyers might make up the difference.
St.Pet.Ch. People see it more of an attack on the spirit of the community than an economic one.
St.Pet.Ch. Do not think that property values would be affected what ever. Worked in real estate some years ago.
St.Pet.Ch. Definitely a big factor.
S.Heart.Ch. St. Helen's area has good family houses & the proximity of a school in walking distance is a good selling feature.
S.Heart.Ch. You will profit by selling the land for home development.
S.Heart.Ch. If the school sits idle and boarded up it will definitely lower property values.
S.Heart.Ch. Parents of young children would be less inclined to buy homes because of the lack of an accessible school.
S.Heart.Ch. Families with young children pay special attention to the availability of good local schools when purchasing a home.
Staff If the school becomes an eye sore, yes. If the property becomes part of the new bldg. venture off Rosedale, no.
Staff On a temporary basis… St. Helen has been a drawing card for this area.

7 If St. Helen School remains open, the Board will be required to maintain and operate more floor space than they receive
funding for. This will have the effect of spreading the resources more thinly and will hinder the opportunities to effectively
operate and maintain the schools across the system at large. It is estimated that if St. Helen School is closed
the Board would save about $100,000 in operating expenses annually and also forego spending for capital improvements.
These savings would then be used to improve the opportunities to serve all students in the entire school district. 
Does it concern you that fewer resources would be available for all pupils if St. Helen School does not close?

St. Helen G.Hogan St. Anne S. Heart St.Michael St.Eliz. St.Ben.Ch. St. Pet.Ch. S.Heart Ch. Staff TOTAL
DISTRIBUTED 184 170 200 178 20 20 20 20 20 20 852
RESPONDED 119 56 77 73 12 15 17 10 12 5 396

YES 34 26 34 39 7 10 6 2 2 4 164
NO 81 21 31 18 5 1 5 8 5 0 175
N/A 4 9 12 16 0 4 6 0 5 1 57

COMMENTS: St. Helen If our school is full, how can that be?
St. Helen We would rather have less people on the School Board. We could save on their salaries & benefits.
St. Helen St. Helen's has been a part of this community for many years & the students have enjoyed their programs & learning.
St. Helen Does closing schools significantly surpass the resulting emotional, social & spiritual economic consequences of families?
St. Helen Would be willing to pay for any extra supplies needed.
St. Helen Not if school class sizes increase therefore teachers will have less time to focus on individual students.
St. Helen $100,000 is peanuts in a huge budget.
St. Helen The Catholic School Board will lose money to the Public system  for each child that leaves the Catholic system. 
St. Helen We want the best possible education for our system.
St. Helen Concerns me Board should not have bought & sold land at a loss or built new schools in an area where there is no housing.
St. Helen I think you should re look at your assessments.
St. Helen If our children move to another school, wouldn't it effect the cost of running those schools & create crowded classrooms?
St. Helen We are being misinformed about this issue & have suspicions about numbers being quoted.
St. Helen Over crowded schools, significant travel time out weigh potential gains in "resources".
St. Helen Closing schools that are 95% full, no bussing requirement is not the answer. Pressure the government.
St. Helen $100,000 is 1/10 of a percent of your total budget.
St. Helen Kids in the other schools will never experience an improvement in their education as a result in this cost cutting measure.
St. Helen Perhaps the school near Modeland Road were ill conceived  & you are asking the St. Helen's community to pay the price. 
St. Helen I believe capital improvements are not funded from operating expenses, but payments from the Ministry for Capital projects?
St. Helen All the Catholic schools in Sarnia need to be reviewed as closing St. Helen's isn't going to save much.
St. Helen You're closing the wrong school, close St. Anne's.
St. Helen The parents will find a way to make up for the fewer resources.
St. Helen Cry me a river.
St. Helen The term is called "Fund Raise", to assist in raising needed monies.
St. Helen This is conjecture, no one knows what the feasibility funding from the Government report will contain.
St. Helen The so called savings would then have to be used for bussing 300 children on a daily basis.
St. Helen If schools need to be closed, close the schools where there aren't enough pupils to justify their existence.
St. Helen The children's social & spiritual development is being over looked. Dollars are not the only issue here.
St. Helen Resources are already unavailable to students if they are going to be housed in over crowded schools.
St. Helen As long as all the schools face the same thing. 
St. Helen I'm willing to pay more out of pocket or even lay off a Board member or two.
St. Helen St. Helen does not bear the responsibility for this.
St. Helen "Goodwill" is on the books yet it is not a tangible asset but it surely has value.
St. Helen Resources are already low. There are other schools with less capacity that should be looked at first.
St. Helen Putting 283 kids on busses & filling three other schools does not sound like saving funds in the end to me.
St. Helen Capital does not come directly out of the Boards annual expenses. 
St. Helen The Board may save $100,000/yr., but forecasts show about 100 students will leave the system or $700,000/yr lost.
St. Helen In addition $150,000/yr bus leasing costs, $300,000 to $400,000 for new portables.
St. Helen If I can not afford my garage, should I spend more money to knock it down to plant grass seed? I don't think so.
St. Helen Catholic board is at risk of losing funding they expect to receive if part of St. Helen's population migrates to Public board.
St. Helen Don't waste money on luxury when our children's education is on the line.
St. Helen For years our school has rec'd exceptional funding from the Parent Council that have provided us with many items.
St. Helen The Board makes poor spending decisions. $100,000 could be cut easily, try giving up your Palm Pilots.
St. Helen I see so much waste & silly spending that I'm not convinced these savings would benefit the students or system at large.
St. Helen I do not believe the above statement. Advertising expense $60,000, therefore only $40,000 would be saved.
St. Helen If 1/3 Catholic schools in Sarnia would be closed maybe Board should cut own budget too.
St. Helen I would like to be advised of the improved opportunities that have fallen upon the system at large by the closure of schools.
St. Helen Let individual schools participate in fund raising activities to help support the resource needs.
St. Helen They will lose tax dollars if families choose Public system over Catholic.
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A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O
St. Helen Does it concern you that you may not be re-elected because you closed a healthy school to save .01% of the budget?
St. Helen This decision should not be about money or politics, we are talking about children & education.
St. Helen Does this mean they would be taking $100,000 to maintain or operate St. Helen's? How much would each school lose?
St. Helen No it does not if everyone is equal and each school gets the same amount.
St. Helen With the funding formula under review by the Gov't. how can we be certain there will be any effect on resources.
St. Helen I'm disgusted that you would include a question like this that is so misleading & meant to bring on guilt.
St. Helen The loss of a principal alone would account for almost $100,000/yr but you anticipate savings in plant operation, etc.
St. Helen The fact that you added the clause "closure is in the best interest of the whole school community" means you've lost sight.
St. Helen I want you to communicate to parents/parishes openly, honestly about our debt & financial status. 
St. Helen I want you to demonstrate that you have made cuts in areas that do not effect students directly.
St. Helen I want you to let the P.R. person go, that would save at least $60,000/yr. I don't want you to advertise for Catholic schools.
St. Helen I believe that funding from the gov't. will improve & floor space does not equal quality education.
St. Helen Greater concern is an attitude that promotes the belief that greater resources is better for everyone.
St. Helen Everyone will have to sacrifice a little instead of one school sacrificing a lot.
St. Helen Find a way to balance your books by cutting back on the areas that are not necessarily as tight as can be.
St. Helen Air conditioning is not a priority in my mind.
St. Helen I feel parents would be agreeable to fees for certain things to allow their child to attend their neighbourhood school.
St. Helen I would donate or pay higher school taxes rather than closing more schools.
St. Helen If our kids are put into schools that are already full we would be more concerned about the resources spread more thinly.
St. Helen We've helped many in need, isn't it time to help ourselves?
St. Helen I don't believe this analogy. It is well known that the R.C. system is not lacking in funds.
St. Helen What about the 2 schools in Tupperville which have a small amount of students? How can they run?
St. Helen I think this is a generic number the School Board has come with & they don't have the reports tabled.
St. Helen I feel you will skew any reports, surveys in the Boards favor.
St. Helen My children need the resource help.
St. Helen No, my child will have to move to a 32:1 ratio now that could be scary with all the new academic demands placed on them.
St. Helen This is a question that would skew the results of any survey.
St. Helen This question is very leading & would not be found on a survey that was in any way credible.
G. Hogan The board should have looked ahead before spending thousands of our tax dollars on St. Anne's.
G. Hogan The board should do everything possible to keep schools open & look for other possibilities for revenue.
G. Hogan I would be willing to see a few things go so that a community school could remain viable.
G. Hogan I heard the same bogus estimates during the OLM meetings & have seen no extra funds.
G. Hogan Has the board asked St. Helen's parents if they would be willing to work for extra fundraising?
G. Hogan Keeping a few students in a school is not viable anywhere & waste of money & resources.
G. Hogan Depending on how large the classes would be with extra students would be the deciding factor.
G. Hogan You're already nickel & diming us, what's the difference.
G. Hogan Currently the parent council is very active at Hogan & provides extra monies for our children's programs.
G. Hogan We would have to look at that situation down the road.
G. Hogan I would be willing to pay extra taxes to maintain our present schools.
G. Hogan They get less every year now.
G. Hogan Parents fund most operating costs now, we have no textbooks now, I don't expect $100,000 will change those facts.
G. Hogan Most programs are at bare bones now, what is left to cut?
G. Hogan $100,000 seems very minimal considering the pain of bussing. Let's cut costs elsewhere.
G. Hogan The savings pales in comparison to the lives you are adversely affecting.
G. Hogan Keeping too many schools open is an irresponsible option.
G. Hogan Is the saving of $100,000 annually the real reason for closure?
G. Hogan Does it concern the board that it may lose many students to the Public Board?
G. Hogan This is a biased question with not enough information. 
G. Hogan What costs would be incurred with the additional bussing, increased class sizes, etc. at other schools?
G. Hogan Parents have an opportunity to join 3 really great schools.
G. Hogan It concerns me that St. Helen's would be using funds that could go towards my children's school.
G. Hogan Fewer resources have been the norm for the last 5 years thus fundraising has increased.
G. Hogan Funding for whole board must be taken "in total" not on a "by school" basis.
G. Hogan Wait to see if the funding formula changes.
G. Hogan This is a short term resolution for a long term problem.
G. Hogan Continuing to close schools is the easy answer.
G. Hogan We as parents & families have a responsibility to provide resources to our children even more than a school.
G. Hogan I would however like to see where the $100,000 goes to ensure the kids receive some benefits from the closing. 
G. Hogan If money is diverted to the Public School board as a result of closure, what difference would it make?
St. Anne Would like to see how they arrive at these savings because there will be an added cost of bussing the students.
St. Anne We need to take a break & access what the closures have already done on our Catholic School communities
St. Anne So far most schools have been raising money themselves. I don't think it is much of a difference to the picture.
St. Anne I feel there would be great capital expenditures to the remaining schools to accommodate the transported students.
St. Anne Closing the schools to save $100,000 is ridiculous especially one that is 99% full.
St. Anne Gov't. funding does not cater to small communities, the problem should be addressed.
St. Anne It concerns me that all the children will be placed in different schools which mean larger classes.
St. Anne I think the public may not understand how important it is to save the best buildings in order to save Catholic schools.
St. Anne $100,000 is not a lot compared to the overall budget.
St. Anne Computer use by the primary grades does not have to be so extensive. Air conditioning is a frill - user pay?
St. Anne I haven't seen any extra resources since closing OLM or St. Joseph's schools. 
St. Anne Has renting out a portion of the extra rooms the board has been looked at? 
St. Anne We are forced to operate our schools according to the current funding formula.
St. Anne The formula may be flawed but in order to offer the best programs with the money that's available, it must be followed.
St. Anne Resources could be arranged at each individual school with help from volunteers.
St. Anne Funding formula is ridiculous and I feel the board should take action on the funding issue & not close more schools.
St. Anne It's amazing how money can always be found. Close the French School instead.
St. Anne It does not concern me more than the strain that will be caused by crowding the other schools.
St. Anne No one should assume that being a board member is an easy job, be creative & look for solutions. 
St. Anne Resources are already sparse enough.
St. Anne The dollar decline is minimal on a per student basis & I am sure the board will blow the money elsewhere.
St. Anne Other ideas for income should be considered, use of school all season, night & day time school rentals, downsize.
St. Anne It may over time prove to be more costly if new construction is needed in the future.
St. Anne All students deserve the best opportunity & environment to learn & having more resources is essential to have that happen.



1086
1087
1088
1089
1090
1091
1092
1093
1094
1095
1096
1097
1098
1099
1100
1101
1102
1103
1104
1105
1106
1107
1108
1109
1110
1111
1112
1113
1114
1115
1116
1117
1118
1119
1120
1121
1122
1123
1124
1125
1126
1127
1128
1129
1130
1131
1132
1133
1134
1135
1136
1137
1138
1139
1140
1141
1142
1143
1144
1145
1146
1147
1148
1149
1150
1151
1152
1153
1154
1155
1156
1157
1158
1159
1160
1161
1162
1163
1164
1165
1166
1167
1168

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O
St. Anne It is important for all children to get equal opportunities with their education.
St. Anne How much would you save if you closed St. Peter's, Sacred Heart, & Gregory Hogan?
St. Anne Classroom sizes would increase & some children would get lost & lost personal touch of a smaller classroom setting.
St. Anne Every student needs all the required text books.
St. Anne We are the only board I know who buys school supplies. 
St. Anne It is atrocious that children do not have suitable textbooks for use at home when parents are willing to help. 
St. Anne If there is all this so called excess space, then say 50% capacity should be considered for closure. 
St. Anne Will the savings really stay in our school district according to the funding formula or is it gone?
St. Anne School fund raisers help supplement many resources.
St. Anne Whenever the Board says its freezing up more money for our children's education we never see it.
S. Heart If money can be found to hire public relations personnel, etc. then money could be found to maintain a community school.
S. Heart The schools are already operating without this $100,000 & after its divided amongst the schools would it make a difference?
S. Heart I feel we do not have enough resources for students in our schools.
S. Heart There must be other ways to save money rather than displacing students.
S. Heart There is a lot of fund raising that schools can participate in to make money for special events.
S. Heart I would want the dollars saved to be used exclusively in the schools directly effected.
S. Heart I have three children at Sacred Heart & want them to receive a quality program with quality & quantity of resources.
S. Heart We need to meet the budget & keep the school open.
S. Heart I see other costs associated with moving these children - bussing, portables, etc.
S. Heart The schools are not over crowded now so why operate a school for "convenience" if it is not needed.
S. Heart I have not seen any additional money spent in our school from the so called savings from the St. Joe & OLM closures.
S. Heart The schools & parents work hard to give the children the things that the board continue to cut from their education.
S. Heart Is it not true that funding is based on a schools capacity & St. Helen is already high in enrolment.
S. Heart Take a hard look at where those dollars are going & allocate them according to what would best benefit the students.
S. Heart I'm afraid moving students would increase the teacher/student ratio & decrease the teachers time with my child. 
S. Heart Yes, this seems paltry in comparison to the money spent in the consortium development land deal.
S. Heart Any cuts to resources and programs would concern me.
S. Heart The board wastes money on things like advertising & beautiful brochures when the money should be put into the schools.
S. Heart By not replacing Dr. Tim Butler you probably have most if not more than one year of operating expenses saved there.
S. Heart Watch the board get a hefty raise with the surplus first, then the rest would be passed out, that won't leave much.
S. Heart Concerned that the school closure would have more of a negative impact that would over ride any minimal monetary gains.
S. Heart $100,000 is not a lot of money when it comes to providing resources.
S. Heart What is this blackmail to get people to agree to close it?
S. Heart Does this $100,000 savings take into account increased bussing costs?
S. Heart Children must come first, education is a right not a privilege & upper management should or could be trimmed first.
S. Heart Numbers are on the decline, closing St. Helen's is the way to go.
S. Heart We already must run bingos & donate funds towards the maintenance of certain programs like music.
St.Michael The overall formula for funding the school system concerns me.
St.Michael If you weren't held hostage by unions, there would probably be plenty of cash to go around.
St.Michael I feel as parents we could contribute more financially to provide the necessary resources for our children. 
St.Michael I would certainly be willing to sacrifice a little in order to maintain a neighbourhood school for others.
St.Michael Communities would pull together & become creative in fundraising in order to save St. Helen's school.
St.Michael The condition of St. Helen's & the student capacity are two factors that must be considered.
St.Michael Bottom line is that we all want what is best for our children.
St.Michael $100,000 for all pupils is a drop in the bucket. If we relied on the school board for money for resources we'd be in trouble. 
St.Michael It all depends on how crowded the other schools will get & if the schools will have to add room on. 
St.Michael There are other areas in the budget to look at for the savings. 
St. Eliz. I do not believe in wasting money, but have seen no significant increase in benefits to students when OLOH closed.
St. Eliz. It's a sign of the times that families are having fewer children.
St. Eliz. Keeping a school open that does not have enough children attending to support it is fiscally irresponsible.
St. Eliz. There is not enough money now to buy text books for the school system at large, why increase that debt?
St. Eliz. Lobby the gov't. to get the funding formula changed. Let's get the funds to keep programs viable.
St. Eliz. Resources are spread pretty thin now.
St. Eliz. Times are tough, fund raising is harder and harder. Any extra resources are always welcome.
St. Eliz. Of course I would have concerns but I do not feel all the homework has been done. 
St. Eliz. This question does offer enough information, just scares people unfairly.
St. Eliz. I don't agree with closing a school to build on to another school to accommodate the children being transferred.
St.Ben.Ch. There doesn't appear to be resources now and probably won't make much of a difference.
St.Ben.Ch. This is a lot of BS. We down size & you add people at the board office that we did not have when at full capacity.
St.Ben.Ch. St. Helen's has capacity for 302 students & have 298 enrolled, how can you say you need to operate more floor space.
St.Ben.Ch. Will you really save $100,000 if you have to bus 298 students elsewhere & only have some 80 spaces available?
St.Ben.Ch. You talk too much about saving money, please think about children & their needs.
St.Ben.Ch. Money or the lack of should not be the only reason to close the school.
St.Ben.Ch. The savings from the already closed 2 city schools should already be off setting some of the reduced funding.
St.Ben.Ch. I am concerned but I think the benefits of having St. Helen's out ways the savings.
St.Ben.Ch. This just means that the funding formula is unfair and needs to be changed.
St.Ben.Ch. The money that is spent on ads, public relations, etc. could be used to the benefits of students.
St.Pet.Ch. With the potential saving from the intended closing of St. Helen's, the children should not be deprived of any resources
St.Pet.Ch. I don't believe much of your financial reports. They have been proven wrong many times by outside people.
St.Pet.Ch. What is the cost of maintaining empty schools?
St.Pet.Ch. Money seems to be the bottom line in everything these days. There are things money can't buy, community, spirit, loyalty.
St.Pet.Ch. When spread over the whole system, how much less each school has to do with?
St.Pet.Ch. The damage done by closing St. Helen's would far out weigh the loss of $100,000 or so, to the entire system.
St.Pet.Ch. The main problem with the whole situation is the inflexible funding formula.
St.Pet.Ch. I understand that the gov't. is in the process of fixing the flawed funding formula based on floor space.
St.Pet.Ch. I'm concerned,  I come from the States where we cherish our schools and pay to send our children to them.
St.Pet.Ch. If you really try to keep St. Helen's school open everything will work out.
St.Pet.Ch. Cuts needs to be looked at the board level also. Most is being wasted in other areas.
S.Heart.Ch. I think we need to budget according to our needs, not our wants. 
S.Heart.Ch. "Make do" It has become a lost art in our materialistic world.
S.Heart.Ch. I do not think this justifies the school closure.
S.Heart.Ch. I feel it would eventually put more stress on Public Schools.
S.Heart.Ch. I'm sure there are ways of improving the finances so the students don't lack the resources they need.
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A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O
S.Heart.Ch. Fewer resources are already extended to students on such things as the hiring of an expensive Public Relations Person.
S.Heart.Ch. If board members would apologize for past foolish building then maybe Catholic rate payers would be more open.
S.Heart.Ch. This is an emotional blackmail statement. Sarnia Catholic parents have always found a way to augment programs.
Staff I find this comment hard to believe.
Staff If St. Helen does not close, it would appear that another school must to maintain quality education throughout the system.
Staff I understand this is a Board wide problem & I think people are trying hard to make the right decisions.
Staff There have been too many cuts now to allow further reduction of resources elsewhere.

8 Please feel free to make any additional comments that you wish.

St. Helen G.Hogan St. Anne S. Heart St.Michael St.Eliz. St.Ben.Ch. St. Pet.Ch. S.Heart Ch. Staff TOTAL
DISTRIBUTED 184 170 200 178 20 20 20 20 20 20 852
RESPONDED 119 56 77 73 12 15 17 10 12 5 396

COMMENTS: St. Helen No newly refurbished school will bring back what the children are losing.
St. Helen With all the development taking place in the north end, I believe it would be a big mistake deciding to close the school.
St. Helen By changing the stability of the school, we are only going to create more problems with the growing youth in our society.
St. Helen Less children in Catholic schools means less Gov't. revenue, plain & simple.
St. Helen We are creating a so so education for our children instead of the quality it once was stated to be.
St. Helen I feel this is a useless piece of information because even in the rare case my responses are read, they won't be considered.
St. Helen Do not waste my time unless you are willing to work on behalf of the children.
St. Helen If the School Board closes St. Helen's I will not vote for any of the existing trustees again.
St. Helen I feel the School Board has already made up their mind & this is a waste of time. Hopefully you will prove me wrong.
St. Helen School is an extended family of friends to my children. It has become a safe ground with daily routine & programs.
St. Helen With every school closure the Board seems to change the closing criteria to fit their needs, not the children.
St. Helen It is time to stop the closures & take time to evaluate the system. The system is failing our children.
St. Helen Innovative ideas are necessary to keep doors open and studies that would be more productive & less divisive.
St. Helen The emotional, physical, mental anguish these children will go through is not worth sacrificing.
St. Helen By closing our school you will be hurting neighbourhoods, communities, friends, families & mostly the Board.
St. Helen I wish the trustees would listen with their hearts & support keeping St. Helen's open. 
St. Helen God be with you when you go to sleep at night.
St. Helen Every classroom will be overcrowded, teacher aids will have to be hired to help with the larger class sizes.
St. Helen Every request ever made of the families of St. Helen's school has been met with unqualified success. 
St. Helen Rather than telling this community you are taking their school away, why not ask what the community can do to save it.
St. Helen I believe withdrawing students to the Public system is the only way closings will be stopped.
St. Helen Hard to attract new customers with negative publicity & to retain students with narrow minded solutions.
St. Helen As a Catholic family in St. Helen's community I am appalled at what the Board calls criteria for the reviewed process.
St. Helen Before we put blame on Queen's Park, perhaps we should review how our School Board is managing our dollars.
St. Helen The current funding formula provides additional funds for schools troubled by over crowding. 
St. Helen We find it unacceptable that the School Board is creating that very condition to receive additional funding.
St. Helen How far has the enrolment been projected & what happens when the population increases again?
St. Helen It's hard to reopen a school that no longer exists. I'm sure there are many problems that arise when building a new school.
St. Helen Fed up with current School Board. Losing total faith & trust.
St. Helen The Board & the unions must get creative & reduce costs without closures.
St. Helen You & I both know the more Catholic schools are being closed the more people have switched to Public.
St. Helen Why do we have a Board if they refuse to listen to anything the people selecting them have to say?
St. Helen The Ministry of Education statistics prove that our enrolment is not declining at the projected rate the Board says.
St. Helen Sarnia's population is increasing not decreasing. Enrolment is not declining in Sarnia's north end schools.
St. Helen Sacred Heart Parish raised approx. $70,000 for World Youth Day alone, imagine the power of the entire Catholic system.
St. Helen We need to encourage people to seek Catholic education with all its benefits, values & sense of community.
St. Helen This school is staffed by dedicated teachers, who spend their own time & money to teach these children.
St. Helen Even the custodian coaches teams on his off time, all unpaid. 
St. Helen If St. Helen's closes we will continue to attend Sacred Heart but will probably become Public School supporters.
St. Helen We feel the Board is acting on a financial agenda. We are acting on our concern for our childrens well being & education.
St. Helen The trustees must be informed. The fate of our school is in their hands.
St. Helen All libraries, music programs, etc. are going to suffer at the other schools in order to make room for the St. Helen's kids.
St. Helen If the Board cannot budget for and administer costs & expenses, then it needs to look at other ideas/areas.
St. Helen Are we still trying to pay for past Board mistakes?
St. Helen The children worked hard building their garden project. Shame on you for considering this school for closing.
St. Helen Why don't you keep the school open & sell some of the land, that way everyone wins.
St. Helen $100,000 in the context of taxes seems like an amount we could swallow, $200 per house.
St. Helen My oldest is very shy at making new friends & I'm very concerned they will not adjust well.
St. Helen We're going to have tired, over crowded students who won't be able to participate in school community projects.
St. Helen Decisions like these only lead to confusion, mistrust trust & makes one wonder if the Public school system is an alternative.
St. Helen If all St. Helen needs is air conditioning I'm sure the parents could raise the money, unless the land is already sold. 
St. Helen Do the Boards projections include persons converting to the Catholic faith & persons who will be raising children Catholic?
St. Helen Since when did Canada become a third world country that it can't afford to keep full schools open?
St. Helen The accommodation review process is a farce.
St. Helen If the trustees would like to obtain Public office in future elections, they would be wise to listen to their electorate.
St. Helen Do not allow the Administration of the Board to close schools as a means of cost reduction. It would be unacceptable.
St. Helen It could be we will see an amalgamation of the Separate & Public school boards sooner than we think.
St. Helen We have lost faith in the credibility & integrity of the Board. There must be open door accountability & communication.
St. Helen My kids will continue to walk & receive a Catholic upbringing from their parents & receive the sacraments from the Church.
St. Helen With all the closures that are taking place, you are destroying the security we felt with the Catholic school system.
St. Helen A low budget private school runs in the basement of the church often produces superior scholars due to a good teacher.
St. Helen I think it's time you were out in the world to see what is happening.
St. Helen Look at Fr. Gerald LaBelle in Corunna sitting empty soon after the new school in Corunna was built.
St. Helen This survey is not data driven & plays on the emotions & feelings of parents. 
St. Helen There is much speculation that your reasons for targeting our school is due to the property value.
St. Helen If sold, I would guess 20 houses built at $160,000 to $180,000 would be a great help in balancing the budget.
St. Helen I have no confidence in the Board that you are "lighting the way" for our children. 
St. Helen I would be willing to move close to a Catholic school but have no guarantee the next school they attend would remain open.
St. Helen The cost incurred by revamping the building in Wallaceburg was another careless, mismanagement of money.
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St. Helen Basic skills are all the children need, most homes already have computers if not two in their homes. 
St. Helen You are wasting money in an intolerable way & have mismanaged us into debt. 
St. Helen The first meeting of the review committee was a sham. Your cookie cutter approach to the review process is laughable.
St. Helen It is safe to say that few families that remain with the Board will not re-elect any of the current trustees.
St. Helen The trustees will be held accountable for the devastation of a vibrant school community. We will not forget.
St. Helen I am very distressed by the new clause in the closure criteria that the Board can use their own discretion.
St. Helen This type of "carte blanche" decision making is unacceptable.
St. Helen I realize that tough decisions need to be made but they are easier to accept if they are done with fairness & justice.
G. Hogan The Catholic Board is losing support because of all the school closures & boundary changes.
G. Hogan I'd like to know where you are planning to place the displaced students in schools that are already now full to capacity?
G. Hogan Please do not do more than has already been done to damage the reputation of the Catholic School system.
G. Hogan Our families need our community schools as they are part of what a neighbourhood is. 
G. Hogan Board should have a 5 year plan to give notice to future school closings.
G. Hogan A smaller school is a better school, teachers know the students names & school parent communication is much better. 
G. Hogan Moving kids to other schools results in one less bldg. but expenses for those kids come out of the same boards money.
G. Hogan I would be very interested to see where resources have gone do to other closings.
G. Hogan Found comments in The Observer supporting the continued operations of St. Helen's extremely thought out & convincing. 
G. Hogan I do feel for the board for having to make these decisions.
G. Hogan Would like to see other relevant facts made available to parents so we can fully understand the basis for school closures.
G. Hogan Feel strongly that some schools due to demographics must be closed over the next decade. 
G. Hogan It would be weak & irresponsible to shirk the decision even though I understand many parents protest loudly.
G. Hogan You have my support in making a difficult decision.
G. Hogan The board appears to be penalizing the community for the St. Anne's expenditure.
G. Hogan If the school would be 50% vacant I would agree to close it, but not at 94%. 
G. Hogan Cut back on stupid advertising pamphlets, newspapers. 
G. Hogan If a majority of parents choose a nearby Public School & divert their tax dollars, a bigger deficit would result.
G. Hogan Will my children have access to enrichment programs? More computers? More books?
G. Hogan We cannot lose sight of the benefits of schooling in local neighbourhoods. 
G. Hogan I don't understand closing a neighbourhood school after building a new one where everyone must take the bus.
G. Hogan Other schools could limit their resources to keep St. Helen's open.
G. Hogan Would like to witness the board spending as much time on closing schools as working with the ones we currently have.
G. Hogan Lets work together to make things more cost effective to maintain a healthy, learning environment.
G. Hogan Money saved by closure will be spent on bussing & possible loss of students to public schools.
G. Hogan Can someone show me the demographic surveys to support this decision?
G. Hogan Has the board explored asking local industry to partner with them to defray costs of capital improvements?
G. Hogan Would the boundaries be changed again so that many students would be faced with changing schools?
G. Hogan How would the feeder schools be effected? St. Helen's feeds St. Christopher but Sacred Heart feeds St. Pat's.
G. Hogan The entire process is a waste of peoples time & taxpayers money. 
G. Hogan You should all be ashamed of the deceitful methods used to shut down another Catholic school.
St. Anne I will be very disappointed if the board closes St. Helen's since it sits on valuable residential development.
St. Anne Make what helps children, whether it be location, extra-curricular, textbooks, programs, at the top of the list importance.
St. Anne It has become more apparent that St. Anne's should never have been built.
St. Anne It doesn't make sense to spend millions on a new bldg. in an empty field, then close a school in a beautiful neighbourhood.
St. Anne All that can be done should be done to keep St. Helen's school open.
St. Anne Please publish the capacity of all schools in the board truthfully so that everyone can make an informative decision.
St. Anne Other schools will be impacted as well with the closure. It is not fair for other people living in the north area.
St. Anne If St. Helen's is to close, please consider carefully the school boundary issue.
St. Anne To make this exercise more meaningful, more data should be provided especially capacities for the 3 schools in question.
St. Anne Make St. Christopher a board wide 7 to 9 school.
St. Anne The board, it's staff, & the supporters have to make sacrifices, but why is it always the supporters that have to sacrifice?
St. Anne Better deals for services through CKLAG, can that not lower operating costs at all schools?
St. Anne Savings from St. Helen's closure is not worth destroying a community & their reputation.
St. Anne Difficult decision for the board, I see the rationale but troubled with the direction both Boards are being forced to take. 
St. Anne There must be other areas to save $100,000 annually other than closing a neighbourhood school.
St. Anne I'd like to see our board enjoy a few years of harmony with no more school closures.
St. Anne My biggest fear is many students would be lost to the Public system & the ripple effect will end at the high school.
St. Anne Projected enrolment in future years can be more accurately assessed using senior KP enrolment numbers, not JK.
St. Anne With the church experiencing enough difficulty, this is not the time to turn Catholics away to other public alternatives. 
St. Anne Are these decisions being made out of convenience, frustration or lack of understanding?
St. Anne Schools & school boards run as businesses are fundamentally wrong. We are sacrificing quality education.
St. Anne Please take into consideration the housing development which will bring many new students to St. Anne's. 
St. Anne Closing Holy Rosary in Wyoming is a mistake as the majority of students will go to the public school.
St. Anne The cost savings are significant & the other schools will not be overcrowded as a result.
St. Anne Anyone who has rode in an elevator realizes maximum capacity doesn't make an ideal environment. 
St. Anne Your criteria #3 is really broad & you will never get the community to buy into this logic.
St. Anne With St. Anne's experiencing subdivision growth, will boundaries be realigned again & sent back to Hogan & St. Michaels?
St. Anne Wait for the new funding formula or everybody will have to be moved again in another year. 
S. Heart Look beyond the dollars, Catholic schools should be more than about balanced budgets.
S. Heart Why not reduce by other means such as shared principals.
S. Heart Please ensure the Ministry sees the responses of the parents to this survey.
S. Heart In event that St. Helen's does close, double bumping should be avoided at all costs.
S. Heart If this survey is an example of the effort & attention afforded decision making by the board no wonder the controversy.
S. Heart I think you must realize how foolish you look having "had to" build a new school a few short years ago.
S. Heart I personally cannot see closing a school for an extra $100,000 a year.
S. Heart Why not have a brain storming session with parents to identify other savings.
S. Heart I'm beginning to feel that some of the dishonesty shown by this board is giving all Catholics a bad reputation.
S. Heart I'm concerned that student enrolment might have bottomed already. 
S. Heart Has any attempt been made to study the cost, impacts & possibility enrolment increase?
S. Heart Do you have an audit process at all levels to ensure efficiency?
S. Heart Please understand that we realize this survey is just a formality & St. Helen's is already closed.
S. Heart I know both boards are in the same boat but patience is waning & people are forced to move to the Public board.
S. Heart The level of respect that students from the St. Clair Board show is obvious.
S. Heart The Board members need to keep in mind that it is the Catholic school supporters who put them in their jobs.



1335
1336
1337
1338
1339

1340
1341
1342
1343
1344
1345
1346
1347
1348
1349
1350
1351
1352
1353
1354
1355
1356
1357
1358
1359
1360
1361
1362
1363
1364
1365
1366
1367
1368
1369
1370
1371
1372
1373
1374
1375
1376
1377
1378
1379
1380
1381
1382
1383
1384
1385
1386
1387
1388
1389
1390
1391
1392
1393
1394
1395
1396
1397
1398
1399
1400
1401
1402
1403
1404
1405
1406
1407
1408
1409
1410
1411
1412
1413

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O
S. Heart Please do not double bump, do not change the boundaries for Sacred Heart.
S. Heart I feel the Board has to misguide & misrepresent its position & wish the gov't. would take over. 
S. Heart If I transfer my children to the Public system you will lose my tax dollars & my relatives tax dollars.
S. Heart Why would the Separate School system build 3 new schools just a few short years ago?
S. Heart What is more important is the safety of our students & sense of community than saving a few dollars.

S. Heart Board members should direct their efforts towards the gov't. to find solutions to prevent closures.
S. Heart I do feel very strongly that operating a school at a loss is a viable solution.
S. Heart We can't continue to fund under populated schools that require ongoing capital expenditures to keep running.
S. Heart My children recently changed schools and have adapted well.
S. Heart I do not want to financially support someone else's unwillingness to change.
S. Heart The logic of funding per student verses funding per sq. ft. can extend too far, a real risk in this case.
S. Heart If St.Helen closes & there are boundary changes for high schools please allow families to be "grandfathered".
S. Heart It is sad when we as parents are forced to decide if we can fulfill our children's Catholic education solely through the church.
S. Heart I think any schools under review should be put on hold until we know the funding will work.
S. Heart What about slightly extending the boundaries for walkers.
S. Heart Hasn't two other Separate School closings saved the School Board enough money?
S. Heart There should be no cut backs in any of the other schools if St. Helen's should remain open.
S. Heart I do not think bussing should be available within the city limits unless parents pay full amount.
S. Heart St. Helen is so close to Sacred Heart & already part of that church community that I'm not bothered by its closing.
S. Heart It would be disappointing if the Board closes St. Helen's & sells the land to build newer homes in the area.
S. Heart I feel we need more resource teachers & aids to help our children in our school.
S. Heart The numbers disclosed in the Observer don't add up to closing schools.
S. Heart If St. Helen's students are added to other schools won't the classroom sizes go up &  the quality of education go down?
St.Michael Closing St. Helen's would only save a little money but would not solve the crisis facing education.
St.Michael Closing down schools really destroys communities & children's sense of belonging.
St.Michael We must send a clear & strong message to the gov't. that school closures cannot be an option for saving money. 
St.Michael Believes the Public Board would benefit from these decisions as many separate school supporters would switch systems. 
St.Michael We are just contributing what some have wanted all along, one system & that would be unfortunate.
St.Michael Has the option of using our cities bus system to transport our high school students ever been approached?
St.Michael Why do we feel that bussing must be provided for this age group? 
St.Michael Closing 90 to 99% full schools is just plain stupid, & you're making the Public School system look attractive.
St.Michael I believe that if St. Helen's is shut down the $100,000 will not be there for the rest of the school district. 
St.Michael Don't be fooled in thinking that the rest of the schools will benefit from this. 
St. Eliz. Change is scary and disappointing and even creates anger sometimes. 
St. Eliz. In these tough economic times the greater good for all Catholic students must be considered above all else.
St. Eliz. The effects of a school closure were not properly planned or accounted for & the effects are still being felt three years later.
St. Eliz. No one likes to see a school close but it's a decision that has to be made.
St. Eliz. Children adapt with the right role models and proper introduction to a new school.
St. Eliz. There is always a new positive aspect in everything that goes on, sometimes we have to look harder.
St. Eliz. Before closing this school consider it carefully, will taxpayers be asked to build a new school in 10 - 15 years?
St. Eliz. Saving at least $100,000 makes a lot of sense. This savings belongs 100% into each child's education.
St. Eliz. I have filled this type of survey out before & it had little impact on a decision most likely already made. 
St.Ben.Ch. At the rate that the board is closing schools, there will be no Catholic Schools left in the area.
St.Ben.Ch. Are we still paying for the mess created when 3 brand new school were built? 
St.Ben.Ch. Catholic education for me is and will always be the key of my personal development over the past 59 years.
St.Ben.Ch. We need all schools filled to the brim, get all our Catholics back to our system.
St.Ben.Ch. I feel moving these children around the city will do more damage than good.
St.Ben.Ch. Their social & spiritual development should be very important to the children.
St.Ben.Ch. I thought the board was there to protect our Catholic Schools and the education that the children have the right to receive.
St.Ben.Ch. How many lives of children in other schools will be effected if you close St. Helen's?
St.Ben.Ch. There's too many Catholic Schools closing & parents don't have any say in the matter. Get the parents more involved.
St.Ben.Ch. I feel the board made a big mistake building St. Anne's school as they're having to close other schools.
St.Pet.Ch. You are destroying the Catholic community with the way you are running it. Stop looking at it as a business.
St.Pet.Ch. I hope & pray that you would not close St. Helen's school.
St.Pet.Ch. I'm concerned that filling other schools to capacity will mean music rooms, library, day cares, etc. will become classrooms.
St.Pet.Ch. Loss of students to the Public system may cost the board more than they would save by closing the school.
St.Pet.Ch. Compare the loss of students resulting from a switch from the Public system with a $100,000 loss in operating expenses.
St.Pet.Ch. My opposition to this intended closure I wish to strongly voice. 
St.Pet.Ch. Surely the review of the funding formula will result in changes, why not wait and see.
St.Pet.Ch. The amount of time put into review is countless with all the same outcome. When will this change?
St.Pet.Ch. It is a changing world, everyone wants all their conveniences at their doorsteps. People have to learn to adjust.
S.Heart.Ch. Why is it that the only schools that are to close are always in Sarnia and not in the Kent County areas?
S.Heart.Ch. Think of our children, they are our future.
S.Heart.Ch. The decision around school closings has already been made & that the public meetings, surveys are just a smoke screen.
S.Heart.Ch. To close St. Joseph & OLOM in the downtown core was plainly unethical. 
S.Heart.Ch. Why not do a PR move & remove St. Helen's while funding issue is reviewed. You have seldom shown compassion.
S.Heart.Ch. Thank you for the opportunity to respond. I know it is an awesome task for those involved.
S.Heart.Ch. The frivolous advertising campaign in the newspapers is a terrible waste of money.
S.Heart.Ch. Keep closing school after school & in a matter of a few years there will only be the Public School system.
S.Heart.Ch. Should enrolment increase later the savings by closing St. Helen's would be insignificant as to building another school.
S.Heart.Ch. Is this survey one more exercise in futility?
S.Heart.Ch. I am just amazed at how many catholic schools are being closed, doesn't seem to be happening in public system.
S.Heart.Ch. I think we should do everything possible to keep a community school open.
S.Heart.Ch. The example in Strathroy with Public & Catholic students sharing a building is worth considering.
Staff Maintenance wise, this is the worst school I have taught at, however there is a tremendous sense of community here.
Staff The pupils are a delightful group with middle class values that are often lost in schools where higher incomes are the norm.
Staff Good luck in the venture. I know these are trying times.
Staff Concern for impact on transition to secondary school. Northern H. S. has good community reputation & is nearby.
Staff Parents may lose affinity for Catholic system.



 
 

September 6th, 2002 
 
Dear Catholic School Supporters, 
 
The St. Clair Catholic District School Board is in the process of reviewing the enrolment, facilities, 
educational programs and finances of St. Helen School, Sarnia for possible closure by September 
2003. The committee members who are responsible for this review intend to submit their report to 
the Board before the end of November 2002. 
 
The provincial government has placed most school boards, including our Board, in a difficult 
financial position with respect to school accommodations. With the continued decline of student 
numbers for September 2003, the Board projects that there will be space available at Gregory A. 
Hogan, St. Anne and Sacred Heart schools to accommodate all the students from St. Helen School.  
 
With the possible closure of St. Helen School, the Board anticipates savings in the expenditure 
categories of plant operation, maintenance, capital projects, principal, secretarial, office and library. 
 
In an effort to get as much input as possible from Catholic School supporters who might have an 
interest in the proposed closure of St. Helen School, a survey is attached for your response.  This 
survey is to be completed by either parent with children in Catholic schools or by Catholic school 
supporters who have no children in school. 
 
Please understand that no decisions have been made regarding the closure of St. Helen School, 
and your views are needed.  Please return your completed survey, in the envelope provided, to your 
child’s school as soon as possible but not later than Thursday, September 19th, 2002.  
  
Thank you for your attention and interest in this important matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Dan Barry 
Chairperson, Accommodation Review Committee 
 

 



 

 St Helen School Accommodation Review Committee Survey 
 
Name:     _____________________________________ School Child Attends:___________________________ 

      
Address: _____________________________________   Parish Affiliation:_______________________________       
                _____________________________________                                                         
                                                                                
       Please respond only to the questions that pertain to you. 
 
1. Please check the appropriate information regarding you. 

I am a  (Check one only) 
o (a)  parent/guardian with children in St Helen School 
o (b)  parent/guardian with children in other Catholic schools in Sarnia 
o (c)  parent/guardian with children in other Catholic schools outside of Sarnia 
o (d) other (please specify)   

 
2a. If the School Board decides to close St Helen School, students would likely be moved to St Anne School, Gregory 

A. Hogan School or Sacred Heart School. Is this acceptable to you? 
o  YES     o  NO 
Comments:    
  
  

 
2b. Would you consider sending your child to a nearby public school? 
o  YES     o  NO 
Comments:    
  
  

 
3. If the School Board decides to close St Helen School, many of the students now attending St Helen School would 

require bussing.  
Your comments on bussing students to the other schools are requested. 
  
  
  
 

4. Do you feel that the children would be inconvenienced by not having the ability to walk to school, come home for 
        lunch, or walk with you to and from school? 
o  YES     o  NO 
Comments:    
  

       _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                                                                   
5. Do you feel that the children will suffer in the loss of the school's community participation such as school programs 

that are centrally located and within walking that would impair their overall social and spiritual development?  
o  YES     o  NO 
Comments:    
  



 
6. Do you feel that the community would lose its economic viability and that property values would decrease should St 

Helen School be closed? 
o  YES     o  NO 
Comments:    
  
  

 
7.      If St Helen School remains open, the Board will be required to maintain and operate more floor space than 

  they receive funding for. This will have the effect of spreading the resources more thinly and will hinder the  
  opportunities to effectively operate and maintain the schools across the system at large. It is estimated that if St 
  Helen School is closed the Board could save at least $100,000 in operating expenses annually and also forego 
  spending for capital improvements. These savings would then be used to improve the opportunities to serve all  
  students in the entire school district. Does it concern you that fewer resources would be available for all pupils if St 
  Helen School does not close? 

          o  YES                o  NO 
Comments:    
  
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

         
8.    Please feel free to make any additional comments that you wish. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey. Please return it in the envelope provided to your child’s school  
as soon as possible but not later than Thursday, September 19th, 2002. 


