
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Student Forum Provides Input to 

Annual Accessibility Plan 
 
Former St. Clair Catholic student Dan Edwards shared his inspiring story of determination, 
courage and faith with students from across the district at an annual Student Forum, which 
provides input into the Board’s accessibility plan. 
 
Dan was an 18 year old high school football star at St. Christopher Catholic Secondary School, 
when, in a fall while horsing around with friends, he became a paraplegic. 
 
“Dan did not let his disability defeat him,” says Liz Bujaki, Vice Principal of Holy Trinity Catholic 
School, who introduced the guest speaker.  “With the tremendous support of his family and 
friends; and strength through his faith, he discovered an unstoppable inner spirit that has helped 
him to inspire others to overcome whatever obstacles they encounter in their lives.” 
 
“I’m in this wheelchair,” Dan told his young audience.  “But I keep smiling.  And it’s partly because 
I have an opportunity to help make life better for someone else.” 
 
Each year the St. Clair Catholic District School Board reviews its Annual Accessibility Plan, as 
required by the Ontarians with Disabilities Act (2005).  The purpose of the act is to improve 
opportunities for people with disabilities; and to provide for their involvement in the identification, 
removal and prevention of barriers.  Each school board in the province must prepare an Annual 
Accessibility Plan, in consultation with disabled persons. 
 
The Student Forum, provides an opportunity for input from students on various aspects of 
accessibility within their school settings.  They were asked to provide recommendations, which 
will help to make the Board more accessible to all students.   
 
“Each year, consultation is a key step as we develop our annual accessibility plan,” says Ann 
Sutton, Superintendent of Education.  “The valuable input our students have provided will be 
incorporated into the next steps for the 2014-2015 accessibility plan.”  
 
In the photo above, (L-R) Ann Sutton, Superintendent of Education; Dan Edwards; and Steve DeGurse, Principal, 
St. John Fisher Catholic School and Coordinator of the Student Forum; along with two of the participating 
students. 


