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BACKGROUND: 
 
As a result of the Board’s decision following the south Sarnia ARC meetings of 2008,  
St. Benedict, St. Therese, St. Margaret and St. Peter will close and two new Catholic school 
communities will be opened at the St. Benedict and St. Therese sites.  At the time of the ARC, 
the question was asked as to whether consideration would be given to selecting new names for 
the schools.  It was agreed that if the school communities made such a request the matter would 
be taken under advisement.   
 
As part of the consolidation process, a committee was to be established to assist in the building 
of the two new school communities.  The committee is being led by Mr. Steve Gelinas, a former 
principal and teacher, who has worked in all four schools.  The committee is dealing with various 
matters, including the disposition of religious artifacts, the use of parent council funds, 
opportunities for the school communities to come together in advance, etc.  It is from this 
committee that a request came to the Director of Education, to establish a process to name the 
two new schools.   
  
In consultation with the Superintendent, the Supervisor of Community Relations, and Mr. 
Gelinas, a process has been developed that has given direction to a sub-committee of the four 
school councils, to develop a list of six to eight names.  The names will be required to meet 
established criteria.  Input has also been requested from the Bishop.  Once the list of names has 
been finalized, a meeting of the consolidation committee will be held in public, at which the 
names will be presented for a vote.  The public will have the opportunity for input and questions 
at the meeting.  By a vote of the committee, a short list of three names (total) will go forward for 
approval by the Episcopal Vicar/Bishop.  If approved, the three names will be brought to the 
Board for the Trustees to consider and select the name that will bestowed upon each school.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board receive the report:  Naming of South 
Sarnia Schools, for information. 
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