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BACKGROUND: 
 
The Kingdom Assignment is a concept which began in St. Clair Catholic at St. Christopher 
Catholic Secondary School.  The project has been in place there for seven years and has 
raised money along with an awareness of the needs of others in the Sarnia/Lambton community.  
The Kingdom Assignment is based on the Parable of the Talents, found in the Gospels of 
Matthew and Luke.  It is Christ’s lesson to us that the gifts with which we have been entrusted by 
God are not just for our betterment, but also for the betterment of His Kingdom.  At its essence, 
the Kingdom Assignment is a demonstration of the difference that Catholic schools and Catholic 
students and teachers make in their communities.   
 
Catholic students from elementary schools and the secondary school are given $100 and asked to 
use it in some way to make the world a better place.  Like the servants in the parable, they are 
accountable for the $100 and are required to report back to their community how the money was 
used to expand God’s Kingdom.   
 
The concept is at once simple and powerful and a variation of it has now been employed at 
Ursuline College.  There too, it has proven to be a powerful way of spreading the Good News, 
developing leadership, raising awareness and supporting those in our community who need our 
help.  The Ursuline College version is devoted to raising funds and awareness for the United 
Way.  In two years $32,000 has been directly raised and many students have had an active role in 
the helping to support their community through United Way. 
 
A further step is now being undertaken to spread the Kingdom Assignment outside the bounds of 
St. Clair.  As you are aware, the publication of Yellow Bear Goes to Catholic School has resulted 
in royalties for our Board – funds which are being used to support the Muskoka Woods initiative.  
This newest version of Kingdom Assignment will, we believe, increase sales for Yellow Bear, 
which will augment the Board’s support for Muskoka Woods and at the same time help fulfill the 
mission of Catholic education across the province. 
 
St. Clair Catholic, in partnership with our printer, Maracle Press, will be offering $2,000 each 
(total of $4,000) of Yellow Bear royalties to other Catholic school boards in order to launch 
Kingdom Assignment projects in their schools.  At the annual meeting of the Directors of 
Education, two Catholic boards will be selected to receive the $2,000 each in funding.  The 
money raised through their Kingdom Assignments will go to causes that the host boards/schools 
choose to support.  There are two provisions:  1) That $2,000 be reserved each year of the 
Kingdom Assignment to fund the next year’s project, so that it becomes self-sustaining; and 2) 
that the original stake of money be returned to St. Clair Catholic for redistribution to two more 
school boards the following year.   
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In year two, the original $4,000, plus an additional $4,000 from the next year’s Yellow Bear 
sales, will be distributed to four more boards to initiate Kingdom Assignments.  It is intended 
that this cycle would continue until each Catholic school board in Ontario (English and French) 
has been given start up money for self-sustaining Kingdom Assignment projects across Ontario.  
 
At the conclusion of the project, all of the seed money will have returned to St. Clair, Yellow 
Bear sales will have increased, public awareness of the good work that Catholic Education does 
will have grown and all the returned money will be directed to giving further financial assistance 
to students going to Muskoka Woods.   
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board receive the report:  The Kingdom 
Assignment, for information. 


